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                     THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
      

www.eaa.org.za 

Hosted by EAA Chapter 1502 East Coast - if you can help or would like to volunteer 
                         please contact Craig Ralphs at CraigRal@Nedbank.co.za or 083 635 5295 

The Convention days are Sat 28 & Sun 29 April. For event details visit www.eaa1502.info 

 

4 April 2012 Wednesday 18h00 - 19h00 EAA Chapter 322 monthly meeting at Dickie 

Fritz MOTH Hall in Edenvale. Guest speaker presentation by Paul de Villiers and 

Pieter Janse van Rensburg from Goodyear on what you need to know about aircraft 

tyres. Visitors always welcome! Contact karlpix@icon.co.za or editor@afskies.co.za 

Come fly with EAA 
By Alouette to Welgelegen 
EAA 322 Welgelegen brekkie fly-in 
EAA Flying Legends Talk Show report 
YŀǊƭΩǎ ±ƛŜǿ 
WolŦƎŀƴƎ ±ƻǊƳōŀǳƳΩǎ /-Wolf project visit 
322 Monthly March meeting 
Letters 
Desert Storm Southern Africa 
Congrats Captain Wayne Jensen 

  EAA National Council Nomination/Proxy  
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Contact ChrisPotgieter@flysaa.com 
or Zebula www.zebula.co.za/  

27 April - 1 May EAA of SA National Convention and Fly-in Margate. See Page 1 headline 

12 May Swartkops - SAAF Museum Airshow 100 Years of Flight. A fly-by parade  

of any aircraft type that has been used in military service is being planned. If you  

would like to take part with your aircraft, please contact Col Francois (Hosepipe) Hanekom 

c.f.hanekom@gmail.com  

From Dale de Klerk: ά¢he most hospitable and friendly folk who put on a 

fine fun-filled weekend - I guarantee that you will enjoy this one.έ 

έ 
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OUR ALOUETTE II FLIGHT TO WELGELEGEN by Eugene Couzyn, ZU-ALO 

On Saturday 24 March I had the pleasure of introducing Cuda Currie, the US Air Attaché, to the unique excitement of 
flying helicopters. Although, as he said, he had jumped out of helicopters many times, he had never actually had his 
hands on the controls of one. After the adrenalin rush of flying jets (as Cuda's mount of choice is the F15) this was to be 
something totally different. 
I met Cuda and his lovely fiancée, Rachel, at about 08:00 on Saturday morning at Grand Central in Midrand. We went 
through a quick pre-flight on my 1960 model Alouette II (I had done a thorough inspection prior to their arrival) before 
giving them a safety briefing, as Rachel had not been in a helicopter before and did not know what to expect. The sound 
of an Alouette starting up is something special, and this was to be the beginning of our morning's excitement. 
We got clearance to lift from the ATC, and with Cuda following through on the controls, we eased into the air, 'flying' 5ft 
off the ground at zero air speed, which is always a problem for the fixed wing jocks. We hover-taxied to hold short of 
runway 35 whilst a student in a C172 lumbered into the ŀƛǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ Ψ/Ǌƻǎǎ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ орΩ from ATC, we put 
the nose down, and amidst murmurs of delight from the interior of the chopper, we accelerated over the fence into the 
low level helicopter route through ORT airspace's Northern Corridor. I handed control to Cuda, and after settling down, 
he quickly got the hang of the aircraft, which he managed well but found demanding, as helicopters require constant 
flying.  ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛƴƎ ΨǇƻƻǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ, helicopters are inherently unstable and require ongoing attention to keep 
them in the air. With all three controls being driven off a single power source, any control input from one affects the 
others, and keeping them in balance is what makes flying helicopters so challenging. 
The low Level panoramic view from the Alo is fantastic, and we had a great flight to Welgelegen where we landed in 
centre stage amidst lots of oohs and aahs. I know I am biased, but she IS a lovely machine. Over a disappointing 
breakfast, Cuda and Rachel were able to catch up with old friends, before we took to the sky again for our return to 
Grand Central. 
With very little help and constant chatter from me, Cuda lifted off and we flew to an open field to the East, where Cuda 
was introduced to the pleasure of hovering.  Amidst exclamations of "This is so awesome!" Cuda started getting the hang 
of keeping the helicopter within a rugby field, ending up after an amazingly short time with a passable hover. We then 
turned to landing from the hover, and again, Cuda managed brilliantly. 
Take-off in a helicopter is always exciting, and accelerating close to thŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ΨŘŜŀŘ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ŎǳǊǾŜΩ 
did not disappoint. Rachel loved the take-offs and with each repeat, Cuda just got better. The day ended back at Grand 
Central with at least one, but I think two, helo converts. Rachel is now planning to fly helicopters which is without doubt, 
the most fun you can have with your clothes on.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuda and Rachel at breakfast 

Rachel, Eugene, Cuda in the Alouette 
II 

Cuda lands the Alo at Welgelegen 

In front of Welgelegen Manor 
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EAA 322 Breakfast fly-In to Welgelegen Manor on Saturday 24 March by Gordon Dyne 

What a wonderful destination for a fly-in. Hidden away some 14 nautical miles south east of Heidelberg lies Welgelegen 
aŀƴƻǊΣ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ ! ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƳƛƳƛŎ ƻŦ /ŜŎƛƭ WƻƘƴ wƘƻŘŜǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ {ƛǊ IŜǊōŜǊǘ .ŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ 
Groot Constantia in Cape Town, this beautifully built Manor celebrates its centenary this year. The building is quite stunning. 
{ƻƳŜ пу ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ²ŜƭƎŜƭŜƎŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нп aŀǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ 
{ƪŜƭƭŜǊƴΩǎ Sportstar nosewheel encountered a rabbit burrow resulting in a destroyed prop. Most unfortunate. There would 
have been at least a further eight planes had the clouds not been on the deck in the early morning. Those of us who made it 
by air were joined by countless friends who arrived by car to enjoy an excellent breakfast, recommended by the heart 
foundation. The final number of visitors was put at about 120. 
Amongst the many distinguished aviators who flew in ǿŀǎ aŀƧƻǊ YŜǾƛƴ Ψ/ǳŘŀΩ /ǳǊǊƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{!CΩǎ !ƛǊ Attaché who, 
accompanied by his lovely fiancée RŀŎƘŜƭΣ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛƴ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ /ƻǳȊȅƴΩǎ ƛƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ мфсл !ŜǊƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭŜ !ƭƻǳŜǘǘŜ ƭƭΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ 
we will be losing Major Currie in July when he is ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{!C ōŀǎŜ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜƴƘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛǎ 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭƻǎǎΦ 
It was also very pleasing to have ƻǳǊ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ±ŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ƭooking as youthful and elegant as ever.  
Welgelegen Manor is battling for business in the economic downturn. It boasts eight double bedrooms and makes for an 
excellent weekend get-away or a conference centre. There cannot be a more delightful spot within such easy striking distance 
of Johannesburg than here. The owner is Roger Sandiford and the manager is Amelia Troitzsch. For more information on 
Welgelegen Manor please contact info@welgelegenmanor.co.za or phone Amelia on 083 281 1706. 
On a rather disappointing note, Amelia informs me that a number of people who partook of the breakfast failed to pay on 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜΦ tŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨƘƻƴŜǎǘȅΩ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ !ƳŜƭƛŀ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀǇƘŀȊŀǊŘ 
ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŘǳŜΦ LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƳŜƭƛŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
arrange to pay what is due. Thank you very much Emmie Oelofse for suggesting the above venue for the fly-in breakfast and 
for those of you who took part. Have a look at the report on the Pilots Post website for more pics - www.pilotspost.com  
 

CŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ {ƪŜƭƭŜǊƴΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎǘŀǊ 
 propstrike by kind permission of Johan Barnard  

Jan Kemp & Deon van Deventer 
EAA Chapter 1501 Volksrust 

Aerial view by Juri Keyter, 322 member and 
owner of Pilots Post - www.pilotspost.com 

WƻƘƴ LƭƭǎƭŜȅΩǎ !ǳǎǘŜǊ aƪ ± ŀǘ ²ŜƭƎŜƭŜƎŜƴ 

Page 4 

mailto:info@welgelegenmanor.co.za

