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2014 EAA of South Africa End of year Report   
- Paul Lastrucci 

The EAA’s mission has always been to unite people and 
aircraft, and when this is accomplished great friendships and 
camaraderie takes place. All our members, however they may 
be involved, benefit from this friendship and passion we all 
have for aviation. It is certainly a pleasure to report that the 
EAA of SA and its Chapters have had another successful year 
filled with relaxed and fun-filled aviation experiences for 
everyone who is part of this wonderful organisation. 

Positive results are borne out of positive management. When 
obstacles are encountered it is good to have a room full of 
ideas and capable people all over the country who rise up to 
the challenges and turn sticky situations into positive, 
successful actions that ensure the objectives of the EAA are 
met. 

We have also had a fair share of turbulence, especially within 
the NTCA legislation environment at the SA CAA. However, this 
has been approached with the glass half full rather than half 
empty objective and we have seen some positive outcomes 
within the vintage aircraft category at the SA CAA. We have 
also had tremendous support from the Aero Club of South 
Africa and RAASA when these issues are tabled.  

The EAA is also working effectively with all the sections within 
the Aero Club, making it easier to lobby any legislation that 
would hamper or prevent freedom of the skies or lead to 
exorbitant costs for pilots and aircraft owners. 

We have seen a decline in participation at fly-ins. One of the 
factors has undoubtedly been the weak economy which has 
impacted on the overall hours flown. However, the EAA 
continues to provide a platform where aviation enthusiasts can 
continue to contribute and also reap the benefits of teamwork 
and sharing of experiences and expertise that continues 
despite any fiscal issues. At our recent AGM it was tabled that 
Chapters need to relook their activities and increase 
participation of all the current and potential aviators within 
their respective areas. 

The Young Eagles programme this year has become more 
specific and focused on assisting genuinely interested youth in 
pursuing a career in aviation. Under the leadership of our 

National Young Eagles coordinator Dr Mike 
Brown, a tremendous amount of work has 
been done to refocus the programme and 
ensure maximum results. I urge all Chapter 
Chairpersons to engage this programme for the youth in their 
respective areas and start utilising the good work that has 
gone into this programme here in South Africa.  

The EAA annual fly-in Convention remains our largest aviation 
event, and this year it was postponed twice due to problems 
encountered at the venues and issues of value for members. 
However, with the involvement and assistance of the members 
at Chapter 1262 we managed to host a fun-filled, well 
attended event.  

The EAA Auditorium continues to bring us the Flying Legends 
Talk Shows convened by Jeremy and Anne-Louise Woods,  
telling the story of aviation through the eyes of legendary 
aviators. The monthly get-togethers of these flying legends  
share experiences and keep the fascination of aviation alive for 
the youth and the older guys approaching TBO (Too Bloody 
Old) and everyone inbetween. 

As we review the results of a challenging year, we can once 
again be reminded that none of this is possible without the 
generous volunteer work of our EAAers. Everything just 
happens when volunteers are committed, and it makes the 
whole task all seem worthwhile. We have managed through 
the good efforts of  Capt (Ret) Karl Jensen of Chapter 322 to 
rekindle the enthusiasm of many members with the fun-filled 
and entertaining Chapter 322 meetings and events. We have 
been able to start up a Chapter in Bethlehem in the Free State 
with a host of enthusiasts in this area. We are also in the final 
stages of merging the Amateur Homebuilders Association with 
the EAA under the EAA’s Aviation Recreational Organisation 
(ARO) and welcome these guys into our fold.   

Many thanks to all the flying clubs around the country that 
avail themselves and their facilities to support of the various 
EAA fly-ins that take place throughout the year. Equally thanks 
to MISASA and SAPFA, the SA Power Flying Association, for the 
inter-section support at our events. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their 
continued involvement and wish all our members a Merry 
Christmas and a happy, safe and prosperous New Year.  
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I was recently privileged to be invited to assist with a 
Vulture Survey in the Kruger National Park for the 
ongoing Birds of Prey programme run by The 
Endangered Wildlife Trust. 

The purpose of the survey was to monitor the status of 
Vultures and other large tree nesting birds in central 
KNP, as several of the Vulture species in South Africa are 
under huge threat. 

I left Grand Central Airport on Saturday 13 September 
2014 at about 14:20, arriving at Skukuza at 16:00 where I 
was met by Campbell Murn of the Hawk Conservancy 
Trust. He drove me to my accommodation for the night at the 
Skukuza Research Camp and we later had dinner at the 
Skukuza Golf Club where I met Scott Ronaldson and Jean 
Roussouw. Scott was the project ground co-ordinator and Jean 
was to be one of the observers for the mission. 

Whilst at Skukuza, I was fortunate enough to meet some of 
the SANPARKS Rhino poaching team, and I was hugely 
encouraged by the efforts they are making to rid us of this 
scourge. I also took one of the SANPARKS chopper pilots for a 
flip in the Gazelle, as in spite of the fact that they own one, 
they are not able to operate it as they cannot get it registered 
in South Africa. Needless to say, he was duly impressed, as one 
cannot but be, with this magnificent machine.  

On Sunday morning, we removed the helicopter doors and 
prepared for the first of 12 flights as per Campbell’s pre- 
planned transect sets. The transects ran East/West, were 
about 2400m apart and stretched from the Eastern boundary 
across the park to the Western boundary. They varied in 
length from about 20NM to 30 NM and covered the area from 
just North of Skukuza in the South to the Olifants River in the 
North. 

Campbell downloaded these to my GPS and I flew with him, 
Jean and Rowen van Eeden of the Fitzpatrick Institute to the 
start of the first set of transects, trying to settle in to the 60 
knots and 50m AGL which Campbell felt would achieve the 
result we needed. 

I was able to monitor our height with the Radio Altimeter 
fitted to my Gazelle and ground speed with my 
Garmin 496 GPS.  

We proceeded to complete the first 5 transects, stopping to 
refuel at the Hans Hoheisen Research Centre near Orpen Gate 
where we were to spend the next 3 nights. It took me a while 
to train my eyes to spot the nests we were looking for in the 
1200m range we were covering either side of the transect, but 
by the end of the first day, I was able to make some 
contribution to the observation. When we spotted a nest, we 
flew to it, logging the GPS position and circling close enough to 
be able to identify the bird, whether or not the nest had a 
chick or egg in it, and the tree in which the nest had been 
built.  

Over the next 4 days, we covered the entire area planned, 
with Andre Botha, the Manager of the EWT Birds of Prey 
Programme replacing Jean as observer on the Monday, and 
John Nott from Imbali Concession replacing Campbell for the 
first flight on the Tuesday. Scott replaced John for the second 
flight on the Tuesday and stayed on for the remainder of 
flights till the end of the project. 

Wednesday finished at Phalaborwa, where we overnighted 
and refuelled at the Rangers’ Camp, eating out at the Sefafane 
Lodge in Phalaborwa. 

Phalaborwa was to provide the only unscheduled excitement 
when the fuel filter light came on as we prepared to land at 
the KNP Rangers’ helipad at the end of Wednesday. This was 
easily rectified by removing and cleaning the filter overnight. 
After re-installing in the morning I test flew the helicopter to 

- Eugene Couzyn, September 2014 
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confirm that the problem had indeed been resolved 
before taking on the passengers to make the flight 
back to Hans Hoheisen Research Centre. 

On the return flight, we completed the sections not 
previously flown, before packing up at Hans 
Hoheisen for the trip home. 

The return trip to Johannesburg was marred by radio 
failure when nearing ORT airspace and I landed at Fly 
Inn where I left the helicopter overnight, collecting it 
the following morning and taking it to Wonderboom 
for servicing and repair. 

In total, I flew 35 hours for the mission, of which 4 
were getting to Kruger National Park and back to 
Johannesburg and covered just under 4000 sq km. 

Species surveyed which formed the data collected: 

White Back Vulture 

Hooded Vulture 

White Headed Vulture 

Lappet Faced Vulture 

Verreaux Eagle Owl 

Fish Eagle 

Martial Eagle 

Saddle Billed Stork 

Ground Hornbill 
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Deon Swanepoel  
is our newest member. 

He has built a fantastic Kitfox and 
is busy flying his hours off. This 
picture was taken by yours truly earlier 
in October on his solo. 

Deon has been a great help, seen here giving me 
the thumbs up during a Whisper engine test. It has 
been great working with Deon on a few problemsolving 
issues between a few aircraft the thing EAA is all about. 

Régo Burger 

At our AGM on Saturday 18 October some changes were made 
to our Committee and our new Chairman is André Scheepers. 
His contact details are:                                                                   
Cell 082 322 0589, Email andre@adminit.co.za 

We wish Andre all the best for a successful chairmanship. 

Kind regards,                                                                                    
Roy de Stadler  

Many thanks to outgoing chairman Régo Burger for his long- 

serving contribution and involvement that he provided at 

Chapter 778 to all the members their families and enthusiasts. 

François Potgieter (Pottie), Chairperson 

Tony Bailes, Vice Chairperson 

Colin Dettmann, Flying Events 

Deon Swanepoel, Committee 

Erika Lampbrechs, Committee 

Etienne Philips, Committee 

Deon was at our membership drive to give support. 

Out of 30 attendees we have a number of potential new 
members. This could generate a substantial growth rate 
for Chapter 778 which will be very welcome. 

A special thank you to all who arranged and attended the 
membership drive, your support is appreciated. 

I am optimistic to see a mammoth growth and active 
participation, a new committee and energetic work ahead. 

Current members are valid until 31/12/2014. 

Till further notice – happy landings. 
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Another rip-roaring evening with EAA Chapter 322  

-Gordon Dyne 

On Wednesday 01 October, some 110 members, friends and 
aviation enthusiasts came together at the Dickie Fritz MOTH 
Hall in Dowerglen for the October meeting of EAA Chapter 
322. 

As usual we were greeted by Ann Ferreira offering her 
delicious hot pies whilst hubby Wally was at his post behind 
the bar selling liquid refreshments to ease the passage of the 
pies! Thank you Wally and Ann for always being there for us. 

At 19h00 sharp, our Chairman Captain Karl Jensen called the 
meeting to order and we took our places to run through the 
usual monthly formalities. Minutes, Chairman’s Report and 
then Finance splendidly presented by former SAAF Mirage 
pilot and Chartered Accountant Mark Clulow. Jeremy Woods 
the auditorium organiser, advised us that the next guest for 
the EAA Flying Legends Talk Show on 16 October would be 
Ivan Pentz presently (I had written the word ‘currently,’ but 
fortunately I remembered just in time, our Chairman’s 
aversion to that word!) Chief Test Pilot for Denel Aviation. I 
remember Ivan giving us a presentation at the Auditorium 
some years ago and it was a tremendous evening. Young 
Eagles were discussed plus forthcoming events, the annual 
dinner, the 322 Teddy build project and our 322 newsletter 
CONTACT! Many congratulations to Gus Brown and Trixie 
Heron for putting together this splendid monthly publication. 
Safety this month covered the numerous unacceptable 
airspace violations at Rand Airport where pilots carelessly or 
unknowingly venture into OR Tambo’s airspace.  

Members will be interested to know that EAA Chapter 322 
now has 305 members. That is an amazing number of aviation 
enthusiasts and is due to the charisma, sparkling personality 

and hard work of Chairman Karl Jensen with loads of support 
and help from our vivacious PR girl Trixie Heron. 

Before the interval, the audience listened to a very interesting 
talk from Wendy Santilhano, a SAA First Officer, psychologist 
and Managing Director of Mayday-SA. This organisation assists 
pilots who may be suffering from stress or depression which 
could seriously affect their flying ability. Wendy explained the 
support available to all aviation personnel, be they private 
pilots or professionals. Call 012 333 6000 and ask for Mayday-
SA. A trained volunteer will get back to you within six hours. 
Thank you Wendy for a very interesting talk. Your work is 
critical to ensure the safety of millions of people who place 
their trust in those guys ‘up front.’ 

After the break and with glasses charged, we resumed our 
seats to listen to a splendid illustrated talk on Oshkosh 2014 
by Colonel Jeff Earle, who is not only a fine and respected 
pilot, but a very articulate and loquacious orator too. Jeff, 
aided by a number of EAA members who also visited Oshkosh 
this year, spoke with such enthusiasm on this greatest ‘show 
on earth’ that if one had not been before then one would 
certainly be going in 2015. I have been three times in the past 
12 years and although I have said that I would not be going 
again, I might reconsider. Thank you Jeff for a tremendous 
talk. 

So ended another fun evening with EAA 322. Thank you Mr 
Chairman for your never-ending enthusiasm which keeps the 
members and aviation enthusiasts coming back month after 
month. Thank goodness you have signed up as Chairman for 
another decade! 

For more information on EAA Chapter 322 please contact 
Trixie Heron on editor@afskies.co.za 

 Thank you. 

- Karl Jensen 

There were Certificates of Recognition and those accompanying awards made at the 
2014 EAA Convention at Wings Park that were not up to standard due to issues with the 
printer. I have reprinted the following and I will happily forward them by post (when the 
service becomes available). Please contact karlpix@icon.co.za 

 
Ockert Henning - EAA Concours d’Elegance 

A le Roux - Runner Up Best All Metal Aircraft 

A le Roux - Pertec Shield for Runner-Up Best All Metal Aircraft 

AB Jansen van Vuuren -  Best Plans Built Aircraft 

Wings Park Airfield - Contribution to Safety and Promotion of 
Recreational Aviation 

 

 

 

James Wardle and Dave Hartman - Winner Best Warbird 

Russell Phillips - Winner Best Composite Aircraft 

Russell Phillips - Winner Best Designed Aircraft 

Chapter 1262 East London - Best Chapter Contribution to 2014 
EAA National Convention 



EAA Sun n Fun Brits 2014 – Karl Jensen 

About 20 planes flew in to Brits on Friday 21 November and 
another 153 on Saturday 22 for the 2014 EAA Sun n Fun. Some 
visitors and members travelled great distances to attend. 
Chalkie Stobbart - RV-10 - from Jeffreys Bay (535 nm) Marius 
van Wyk – Sling 4 - from Swakopmund (742 nm) and Brian 
Millett - airliners, tramp steamers, shanks pony, etc - from 
New Zealand (6,200 nm) 

There were more than 20 Slings present for the Airplane 
Factory’s fly-in as well as several microlights and gyrocopters 
that joined in too. The SAPFA fun rally which was aimed 
specifically at EAA members, garnered 14 entries. I flew in the 
rally with veteran rally flyer Mary de Klerk (EAA 322 member) 
as navigator in my Cessna 170. I have often pleaded with our 
EAA members to take part in these events as we are accorded 
reciprocity by SAPFA for the precision rallies. Please 
understand that no matter what your experience level is, 
these rallies are taxing and piloting and nav skill enhancing 
besides being a barrel of fun. There is no shame in not 

winning, participation in itself is 
highly rewarding. Thanks Jonty and 
SAPFA for your efforts. 

Neil Bowden’s EAA Oshkosh Camp 
Plakkerfontein visitors’ reunion 
was well supported too. 

The Sun n Fun fly-in coincided with the Peter Hengst Memorial 
fly-in which was combined with a wild olive tree planting 
ceremony for the late Paul Mason, former chairman of the 
Kranskop Gliding Club based at Brits. Both Christel Hengst, 
widow of Peter and Gwen Mason, Paul’s widow were present 
for the lovely ceremonies to remind us of these aviators who 
have departed to the big hangar in the sky. 

The catering, camaraderie, camping, cajoling and hangar talk 
was wonderful and a big thanks to the Brits Flying Club for 
their bosveld hospitality and hosting the Sun n Fun event on 
behalf of EAA. EAA of SA sponsored Bob Allison to provide 
AFIS at Brits and also made a contribution to BFC for additional 
expenses incurred. 
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- Rob Jonkers  

The Sun n Fun Brits Rally organised by SAPFA attracted 14 
entrants, with 3 Protea teams also competing in the Open 
Class, with Martin and I being the Protea newbyies taking part 
in the trusty Reims Rocket ZS-KEZ. The Navigation route flown 
was a real long one with more than 100 nm, with a mix of 
difficult and easy terrain, and some terrain that looked easy, 
but with sparse features turned out to be difficult to keep 
accurate time.  

 For this rally the main difference between Open & Fun was 
the scoring at the turning point gates being 2 second & 15 
second windows respectively, so challenging to say the least. 
The weather was good although windy from the north east 
and changing as cloud cells were formating. The first half of 
the course was extremely busy, multiple photos on each leg, 
on leg three, there were 3 photos in close succession, making 
it important to pre-identify on the map where the likelihood of 
photos could be,  given the terrain being flown over.  

 The Magalies ridge had to be crossed twice, and this meant 

careful speed execution to keep the speed constant in climb & 
descent with sufficient room to start the climb. After the 
mountain range, the terrain was mostly flat and on the leg 
approaching the Tokkie’s airstrip turning point, there were 
virtually no ground features to be able to keep the minute 
markers in check, so a longer range time estimate had to be 
made, especially the run-in with the last 1½ minutes to go, this 
time from the turning point being a key element in being able 
to be secure an accurate time-over-target as visual 
compensation is made to the speed and at this point only 
minor adjustments should be made, sometimes however, a 
pull-up to slow down or flaps away to speed up being 
necessary. Finishing off the rally with a spot landing is also 
quite challenging, having been in an intense concentration 
period of navigation and then having to transition into landing 
mode, so getting down onto the line not an easy task while 
one’s brain is still engaged in rally mode... 

 All in all a good day out, and hope the fun teams enjoyed it 
and will be back for more. 
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- Roel Jansen 

A fly-in always has an unknown challenge to it. Do you prepare 
for 200 people and then the weather turns nasty and nobody 
arrives, or do you go for a best and safe estimate of 75 and the 
weather is beyond perfect and twice as many arrive? We 
decided to go in between the above 2 scenarios and were 
almost spot on. However, it was the first time ever that we ran 
out of soft drinks instead of beers! Oh, and for a short while 
we were out of change in the till, but that was sorted after Karl 
made a public announcement and the 2 young barmen cashed 
in all their coin tips for notes. 

Few people realised that Eskom went for load shedding at 
15h00, effectively shutting (up) down uncle Bob’s tower, 
Marinda’s kitchen and the pub. Luckily our stand-by generator 
came to life, although not before we had to do some of our 
own load shedding by isolating all the hangars from the grid, 
as well as non-essential fans, geysers, boreholes etc. 

The control tower became so hot on the inside, it must have 
been way over 40 degrees, when we decided to knock out ‘n 
couple of fixed window panes. Despite the drop from the 40s 
to about 35 degrees, Bob and Di still insisted on their 
afternoon tea. Some habits never Di(e) it seems. Then again, 
when you sit up there, ‘high tea’ seems to be the norm... 

 I am aware of only 2 small incidents. There was one blown 
tyre after landing which was dealt with swiftly. Another 
aircraft’s nose wheel dropped out when the owner lowered 
the tail on the ground to turn the aircraft around. I shudder to 
think this could have happened had he taken off. On 
investigation it seemed to be a design problem where the bolt 
had slowly worn through, and not as a result of bad landings. 

 All and all, from my perspective, it looked as if everyone had a 
very good time!  

 I received one request from a visiting pilot. Whether it was 
not possible to keep pilots more busy by doing flour bomb 
drops, ribbon cutting or spot landings. Although I might agree 
with him that it would make things more lively, I am hesitant 
to think of the logistics to entertain such activities, not to 
mention legalities. 

 Before ‘lastly’, I wish to thank the Brits team and the EAA 
team. It really makes organising these events a pleasure when 
everyone puts in his/her little bit of effort – and we all know 

the Afrikaans saying: “Bietjie bietjie maak BAIE!” 

 And lastly... thank you EAA for 
the generous donation to 

the club.  

We never factored this into our 
planning, nor did we expect such a gesture 
from EAA. Hence my stumbling with words when 
Karl informed me yesterday that Paul had approved such 
a donation. You can be assured that it will 
be put to good use to 
maintain and further 
improve on our 
facilities.  

 Nogmaals baie dankie. 

Roel   



- Marie Reddy 

Considering  the name , “Teddy”, a non-aviation person may 
wonder about a cute and cuddly item. I think that the only 
similarity between  a cute and cuddly Teddy and our Teddy, is 
that they are both require craftsmanship. Our Teddy is a long 
term project and it will be an achievement to complete this 
lovely flying machine from scratch. 

This far, we have managed to: 

Complete the frame of the fuselage after much sanding, 
glueing and varnishing. Fortunately Kevin Hopper provided the 
basic frame for us to work on. 

The landing gear is almost complete and will take another 
session to get it up on the rims. 

After a false start with the tail, this will be in process in the 
next few sessions. 

The wing spars are ready for the ribs to be inserted. This 
will be done in our next work session. 

This is a very slow and will be a long-term project for those 
involved. We still have a very, very long way to go, but we 
are looking forward to achieving most of the 
abovementioned tasks by the end of 2014, and moving on 
to 2015, with the aim of: 

Completing the fuselage with front window, instrument 
panel and seats, which are all waiting for their installation. 

Electrical installation, including an Optifuel. 

Moulding a cowling to fit  the specific Continental  engine. 

Completing the wings and moving them to FAKR to be 
attached to the fuselage, before we can complete these. 
There is still a lot that will need to happen in and around 
the wings before we can start covering these - a major 
milestone for this project! 

It is encouraging to have a small group of constant supporters 
that are eager to help and learn with us. Having Kevin for 
guidance has been a huge advantage. As we are by now all 
aware, as this is not a kit build so the process is slow, as we 
need to make each part as we proceed. 

Although we are aware that everyone is busy, we would love 
to see more handymen visiting these work sessions so that 
more work can be achieved in a shorter space of time. If you 
find you will be free on a Saturday, please join us, even if it is 

only to come along and have a look to see what we are doing. 
If you feel you cannot assist with the building, perhaps even 
take over the braai tongs and take charge of the skottel. One 
thing is sure, we have lots and lots of fun! 
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Fighter Pilot Ivan Pentz graces the stage for the EAA Flying 
Legends Talk Show - Gordon Dyne 

On Thursday 16 October, a full house at the EAA Auditorium, 
Rand Airport, greeted Denel Aviation’s Chief Test pilot, Ivan 
Pentz. This was our first talk show since August so the regulars 
amongst the audience were raring to listen to this flying 
legend – a legend in his own lifetime! 

Rand Airport was hit by an incredible dust-storm just prior to 
the show, but this did not deter the aviation enthusiasts from 
getting through. 

Dr Mike Brown was as usual the Master of Ceremonies and in 
his usual relaxed fashion soon had Ivan telling the enthralled 
audience of his amazing career. Ivan was a guest at the Flying 
Legends Talk Show way back in 2008 and those amongst us 
who remember that great evening could not wait to listen to 
Ivan again. 

Ivan left school in 1974 and joined the South African Air Force 
(SAAF) for his National Service. He was one out of thousands 
of young National Servicemen who was selected for pilot 
training.  What a lucky young man!  I would bet at that time 
Ivan would not have guessed that, over the next 40 years, he 
would fly Harvards, Mirages, the C130 Hercules, Cheetahs, 
BAE Hawks and the Saab Gripen. What an amazing Curriculum 
Vitae Ivan possesses! When Ivan was not flying he was busy 

rowing and was a member of the South African Rowing 

Team at the Barcelona Olympics in 1992. No wonder Ivan 
looks so fit at 57 years of age. Ivan also attended the 
International Test Pilots’ School in England and then three 
years at Marshall Aerospace on Project EBB in Cambridge, 
England. 

Most recently Ivan was involved, with his Denel colleague 
Mike Weingartz, in the training of Ecuadorian pilots on the 
SAAF’s Cheetahs which were sold to Ecuador by the SAAF. We 
were told of some very ‘hairy’ stories concerning this saga! 

What an evening! What a man! What a career! Once more I 
am green with envy! Thank you very much Ivan for your time 
and well done Mike Brown for your thorough research in 
enabling us to hear so much of Ivan’s phenomenal career.  
Thank you Jeremy and Anne-Louise Woods for making the 
whole evening happen, and many thanks to Kevin Marsden, 
Trixie Heron, the braaiers and the barmen for all your good 
work. For more information on the EAA Flying Legends Talk 
Shows please contact Jeremy Woods at 
eaa.talkshow@icon.co.za 
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Captain Arthur Piercy is well known in the flying world. In 1978 
he qualified as a pilot in the South African Air Force. In 1983 
he was selected for the Mirage Course, flying at AFB 
Pietersburg. After passing this course he was transferred to 3 
Squadron where he qualified to fly Mirage F1 CZ. In 1987 he 
was involved in an air to air dog fight. He was hit by a missile 
fired by a Cuban pilot flying a MiG-23. Upon landing safely, his 
damaged aircraft lost all braking and went through the fence 
at the end of the runway which inadvertently set off his 
ejection seat. After being hospitalised for seven months, he 
was discharged with a C6, C7 fracture of the neck and is 
permanently confined to a wheelchair. See http://
www.projectdreamwings.co.za/ 
for a full report of his accident. 
 
Arthur has three dreams: 
1. To fly to Cuba to meet the 
pilot that damaged his aircraft.   
2. To build an aircraft that he 
can fly and to renew his flying 
licence.  
3. To fly around the world for 
charity and himself. 
 
To help Arthur to achieve his first dream we are appealing to 
all members of EAA of SA to contribute an affordable amount 
to achieve this truly worthwhile cause. Our initial plan was to 
assist Arthur and his father to travel to Cuba. After discussing 

‘Project Cuba’ with Arthur he says that Linda de Jager, an 
independent film producer, has already started filming a 
documentary about his story including his dream to fly to Cuba 
in February 2015. See http://www.endgamemedia.co.za The 
proceeds of this documentary will help Arthur to support 
himself and could even help him achieve his other dreams. 
Initial estimates for this trip are at least R200 000. As aviation 
enthusiasts let us co-pilot with Arthur as he pursues his 
dream. All contributions will be consolidated into one amount 
and will be handed to Arthur at the first EAA meeting in 2015. 
Any amount from R5 to R50k will be appreciated. So whatever 
you can afford/justify, will help Arthur to achieve his dream. 
Only Mark Clulow, our Treasurer, will know who paid what, 
and his lips are sealed. 

We hope that you will manage to contribute to 
this incredible opportunity and honour, which 
we can all proudly share in, by making a 
deposit to:  
Bank: ABSA, Account Name: EAA 322, Branch: 
Greenstone, Account number 405 376 6150, 
Please use reference: Arthur – Your Name. 
This project is dedicated to many young pilots 
and crew that lost their lives for our freedom:  
KW Williamson, Neil Liddell, Dewald Marais, 
Owen Doyle, Paul Vellerman, Nigel Osborne, 
Dick Retief, Pete Hollis, Koos Celliers, Steve 

Volkerz, Bertus Roos, Clifton Stacey, John Inggs, John 
Robinson, Michael Earp, Kenny Dalgleish, Gene Kotze, John 
Twaddle, Chris Pieterson, Grobbies Grobler, Richard Glynn and 
Ed Every. 



EAA 322 Annual General Meeting (AGM) and the Chairman’s 
Annual Dinner by Gordon Dyne 

On Wednesday 05 November, some 149 members and friends 
of EAA Chapter 322 came together at the Dickie Fritz MOTH 
Hall in Dowerglen for the monthly meeting of this large, 
bustling Chapter and for its Annual General Meeting. 

As usual we were greeted by the smiling Ann Ferreira 
dispensing her usual hot ‘vittles’ and octogenarian hubby 
Wally working hard in his domain of the bar! Wally has endless 
energy which one needs, serving single handed - drinks to such 
a huge number of people. Well done and thank you Wally. 

At 19h00 sharp, Chairman Captain Karl Jensen called the 
meeting to order and almost immediately the hangar talk 
came to a close and the audience took to its seats. The usual 
formalities such as Minutes, Chairman’s Report, Finance, 
Forthcoming events (including the Chairman’s Annual dinner) 
Auditorium, Teddy build and General were quickly dispensed 
with. The AGM then commenced with the Chairman’s Annual 
Report to Chapter 322 members. A copy of this report is 
available on the EAA website should anyone wish to read it. 
Karl waxed lyrical about certain Chapter members such as 
Mike Brown, Mark Clulow, Jeremy Woods, Kevin Marsden, 
Paul Lastrucci, Kevin Hopper, Trixie Heron and Marie Reddy to 
name just a few of his hard-working helpers. Rightly so. 

The election of officers for 2015 then took place. Karl was 
unanimously voted in again as Chairman for another decade 
(thank goodness!), Mike Brown as Vice Chairman, Mark Clulow 
as Treasurer and Marie Reddy replaced stalwart Stephen 
Theron as Secretary. Karl thanked Stephen warmly for his 
sterling work for the past four years. 

With such an incredibly strong team of talented individuals led 
by the evergreen, unbelievably enthusiastic, passionate, 
charismatic Karl Jensen, the Chapter is guaranteed more 
success for the years to come. So ended the AGM. Thank you 
all for your attendance. 

After a suitable break, the audience had loads of fun solving 
the Pilot’s Post quiz and then watched a 30 minute video of a 
1947 film by The American Piper Company building a Piper 
Cub. Quite astonishing. 

Our last meeting for 2014 will be held on Wednesday 03 
December. Same time, same place please. For more 
information on EAA Chapter 322 please contact our wonderful 
PR lady Trixie Heron on editor@afskies.co.za 

 

EAA Chapter 322 - Chairman’s Annual Dinner 

Last Friday, the EAA 322 Chairman’s Annual Dinner was held at 
the wonderful, if anachronistic, venue of the Rand Club in the 
heart of Johannesburg. Some hundred or so people met in the 
bar for pre-flight drinks at this well known Club, which was the 
brainchild of legendary British Empire builder Cecil John 
Rhodes. The Club began its life in 1887 and moved to its 
present site in 1904. Despite the enormous changes in the 
club’s make-up and a devastating fire some ten years ago, the 
Rand Club is still going like a Boeing and a finer setting for the 
Chapter 322 Annual Dinner for a crazy bunch of aviation 
nutcases and their partners would be difficult to find! 

322’s Vice Chairman Dr Mike Brown was the Master of 
Ceremonies and his organisation of the evening was quite 
outstanding - truly befitting South Africa’s largest and busiest 
EAA Chapter and a tribute to its ardent and zealous Chairman 
Karl Jensen. Thank you Karl for your inspirational leadership. 
Young Roston Dugmore, flying several radio controlled 
aircraft, gave a marvellous demonstration, showing exactly 
why he is a junior world champion in this discipline. 

The beautiful menu, amazingly crafted by Gerald Mortimer 
and his brilliant team showed the ‘Taxi-Out’ starter as prawns 
and avocado. The ‘Take-Off’ was a mouth-watering fillet of 
beef en boite and the ‘Landing’ cassata slice and cheese and 
biscuits. All quite delicious. The Chairman read his address to 
the diners before presenting certificates of recognition to 
certain 322 members. Believe me when I say there were many 
truly worthy recipients. Val Jensen, beloved wife of Karl, was 
presented with a ‘Spa voucher’, by Mike Brown, for her work 
and support as ‘the Power behind the Throne’. Thank you Val. 

That concluded a really superb evening. Thank you Mike and 
all your helpers for the wonderful name labels, the menus and 
the table decorations. All in all a memorable evening. I suspect 
the Rand Club will be seeing more of EAA Chapter 322 in the 
future. 

Extract from the EAA 322 Chairman’s Report at the Annual 
Year End Dinner function 

About 80 of our members, family and friends attended the 
EAA Chapter 322 Chairman’s Annual Dinner. East London EAA 
members and former Chapter 1262 Chairman James Wardle 
and his wife Geraldine would have garnered the long range 
visitors’ prize, if we had one, with runner-up Francois and 
Caroline Marais from Bethlehem. We are indebted to Jeff 
Earle as a full member of the Rand Club for making that lovely 
venue available to us. Mike Brown did a sterling job of 
organising the function which made me, as your Chairman, 
truly proud. 

What a wonderful function the dinner was comparing the 

evening to last year when we had such poor response to the 
year-end function that Mike Brown as traditional convener, 
suggested that perhaps we simply have a bring n braai at the 
3rd tree on the left at the entrance to Zoo Lake where he 
would have a skottel available. 

Abraham Lincoln said that it is better to remain silent and be 
thought a fool than to speak out and remove all doubt! So at 
my peril I shall continue. I mentioned at our AGM last week 
that my view of success in EAA is participation by members in 
our varied activities. For some of our members, sadly, EAA is 
only a means to an end to fulfil a requirement for an Authority 
to Fly (ATF). To those of you who contribute to our success 
and take part in our meetings, activities and furthering the 
aims of Chapter 322, I thank you. Ensuring the ongoing 
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success of Chapter 322 does take dedication and although 
most often is a pleasure, on occasion it seems a bit like 
pushing water uphill. 

Those of you who attend our monthly meetings regularly have 
made my efforts to chair the meetings a pleasure.  I have 
noted that many members travel great distances to attend, a 
fact that is really appreciated. Without doubt careful 
preparation most often results in flowing and enjoyable 
meetings in which all are free and encouraged to take part. 
Brian Stableford aka The General’s often used militarism 
‘reconnaissance is seldom wasted’ is worthy of mention. 

The transparency reflected by our meetings which might at 
times seemed tedious, as well as consistent agendas, has 
resulted in good governance, which 
undoubtedly contributed to our 
increasing membership. 

We are happily the strongest and most 
active EAA Chapter in South Africa, 
although I wish there was competition for 
this claim. We are all volunteers, but 
unfortunately it is a sad fact that some 
members who initially take on tasks 
enthusiastically, after a short while simply 
fade into oblivion - I hope that is not 
because of anything I did, but I guess this 
how life works in many clubs and 
associations. 

I proudly feel that we are incorporating a 
successful safety ethos among our ranks - 
long may it continue and I thank all of you 
for the important part each of you has 
played. 

Chapter 322 communication to our 309 
members has been problematic. Kevin 
Marsden stepped into the breach and 
distributes my mail to you. We are 
happily reaching a lot more members 
now even though it is quite apparent that 
many of my letters are simply ignored. I 
have personally made membership cards 
for every member, but still Trixie has a stack that have not 
been claimed. This is an ongoing problem which is up to the 
membership to correct. Should I regard the things which are 
falling apart, are actually just falling into place?  Please don’t 
ignore the notices we send out. I regularly get calls to find out 
“what’s on?” or “where are we flying to this weekend?” or 
“when is the next meeting?” etc. The activity was invariably 
discussed at the previous meeting, was featured in our 
excellent newsletter CONTACT! and in the minutes, and a 
reminder was sent to all members by email and even featured 
on the website. This behaviour is most discouraging for me. I 
cannot expect everybody to take part in all events, but an 
average participation of 5% to an absolute maximum of 12% 
of our membership, does not justify the effort to arrange and 
coordinate the activities. I have even tried using the 
enthusiasm and enjoyment of our activities as a draw card 
with little effect. 

The excellent EAA Flying Legends Talk Shows at the 
Auditorium experience similar problems where bookings are 

made and then people simply don’t show up. In this day and 
age, communication is absurdly simple and there is no excuse 
for this. Bad habits are like a comfortable bed, easy to get into, 
but hard to get out of. 

Our national newsletter CONTACT! and our too little used 
upgraded and fresh website have both been improved 
tremendously under the stewardship of Gus Brown and with 
Trixie’s editing skills. 

Our Chapter 322 is financially sound, thanks to Mark Clulow’s 
diligence and we could thus get approval from the 
membership for 322 to sponsor the dinner evening to the tune 
of R10,000. Our EAA Young Eagles initiative is on track thanks 
to Mike Brown. The attendance record keeping by Trixie 

Heron is sound. The gratuity moneys 
collected for Wally Ferreira by the ‘Swindle’ 
are gratifying and I hope the recipient will be 
thrilled. Our members are most generous. 
We collected a considerable sum to help 
send Roston Dugmore Jnr to the USA and I 
hope similar generosity will be shown to 
Mark Clulow’s ‘Project Cuba’ to try and get 
Arthur Piercy to meet his erstwhile adversary 
early next year. Your response to my call to 
help have an acceptable management 
elected to the SAAMS management was 
heart-warming and successful. 

The Pietenpol airframe was found unsuitable 
for completion due to serious shortfalls in 
the construction and unwise modifications 
prior to our acquiring the aircraft. It was 
handed over to the PBHS Aeronautical 
Society and is being well utilised as an 
education project to complete a non-flying 
aircraft. Kevin Hopper, our 322 and EAA of 
SA Technical Officer kindly gave us a partially 
built Teddy airframe and most component 
parts to complete the aircraft. The Teddy 
build project which is being led and 
efficiently coordinated by Marie Reddy, is 
proceeding slowly but steadily and is giving 
our members the opportunity to participate 

in the construction of a practical aircraft. 

The engine kindly promised to us by the Lastruccis is 
appropriate for the Teddy. The overhaul of this engine will be 
led by the Lastruccis who have also undertaken to supply the 
necessary parts required for the engine rebuild. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity for our members who are interested to 
take part and learn what this process involves and help 
understanding of the working of a proper aero engine. 

I must thank the Vice Chairman Mike Brown, Treasurer Mark 
Clulow, outgoing Secretary Stephen Theron and the co-opted 
members of our committee. There are many issues, none of 
them serious, which will hopefully be tackled by the 2015 
committee. We have had a busy year and to all who have been 
part of our success, I thank you. 

As the holiday season is upon us, I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas with health, wealth, happiness, blue skies and 
tailwinds for 2015. 

Karl Jensen 



CONTACT! Is the official newsletter of EAA of SA. This edition was compiled by Gus and edited with love and kisses by 
Trixie Heron. All material is gratefully received from Chapters, members and non-members alike. Remember that this is 
your newsletter, so please submit material as it happens to Gus (contact@eaa.org.za) or Trixie (editor@afskies.co.za).  
Our grateful thanks to all those who regularly support our newsletter and our EAA organisation. 
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Hi Julle, I went to Stellenbosch Flying 
Club on Saturday 20 September, and the 
first person I walked up to was retired 
Captain Peter Westmoreland and in the 
background is his RV. 

He flew with me and the last time I saw him was in the 70s on 
our Hawker Siddeleys on 3-day coastals from Joburg to 
Windhoek, next day Walvisbaai or Alex Bay, Cape Town, back 
the same route and 2 night nightstop in Windhoek at the 
(then) Safari Hotel. 

Karl says Peter is a paid-up EAA member and it is such a nice 
clubhouse in Stellenbosch. The next day I went to Morningstar 
up the West Coast but there was nobody home. 
 
So I represented EAA 322 for us - lekker né. 
 
Bye, Irene 

Hangar for Sale: 
Hangar 2 B ,  FAHG  (Heidelberg)  572 M2, water, electricity, 
Sliding doors, N & S onto paved taxiways. AVGAS available. 
Arrie de Klerk  082 651 6996 / aranco44@gmail.com 

Parts for Sale:   
I have some parts that were acquired years ago at Snake Valley 
auctions. They are mainly adjustable rods and a few tubes. Rather 
than send to scrap metal they may be useful to your members. 

Trevor Morris,  083 466 9875,  011 743 1984  

mailto:contact@eaa.org.za
mailto:editor@afskies.co.za

