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Eugene’s Gazelle in its original French Army colours in the Mkhuze River gorge  
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Through the Bateleurs, I was recently approached by EWT’S 
Birds of Prey Programme, to fly a Survey of the tree nesting 
vultures in the Zululand Nature Reserves. I had previously 
helped with a survey in KNP, and the success of this survey 
motivated a similar mission in Zululand. 

The nature of the survey was to find vulture nests, log their 
positions, the type of trees they were in and more 
specifically, the breeding activity in each nest. 

We covered the Mkuze Game Reserve, as well as the 
Hluhluwe/iMfolozi  Reserves and in 24 hours of flying, 
recorded in excess of 500 active nests. The majority were of 
White Backed Vultures, but we also found several Lappet 
faced Vulture nests. 

The flying is quite challenging, as much of it is in ‘dead man’s 
curve’, at tree top height, necessitated by the need to get ‘up 
close and personal’ to the nests. What is quite interesting is 
that provided one doesn’t prolong hovering near a nest in 
order to assess chicks and eggs, the adult birds are not 
frightened off the nests, but simply hunker down to protect 
the new chick or the egg they are incubating. 

The helicopter really proved its value for this type of work by 
our finding more than 5 times as many nests as those found 
by a parallel survey conducted using a fixed wing aeroplane. 
In addition, our ability to get close to each nest allowed for 
the collection of detailed breeding data. 

Sadly, we also found evidence of poisoning, which is the 
result of farmers putting out poisoned carcasses to target the 
livestock predators in surrounding areas. The vultures are 
also targeted by local witchdoctors who use the birds for 
muti. 

Like all other elements of our environment, human greed 
places the vultures at enormous risk, and I  despair for the 

future of our planet. 
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Flying up the Mkhuze River gorge, we encountered 

fog coming from the coast and it was decided to 

land and wait until the clouds lifted.  

Photo: Andre Botha 

- Eugene Couzyn, Chapter 322 Johannesburg 



- Roy de Stadler, EAA Chapter 973 Krugersdorp 

 

“The best-laid schemes o’ mice and men 
 gang aft a-gley” - Robert Burns 

I had thought my Flying Flea would have had its test flight 
early this year. In January the final inspection of the 
completed aircraft was conducted by our esteemed Life 
Member, Mike Spence, and pronounced fit to undergo the 
ground trials and test flight. The engine had still to be run in, 
however, and that was where my woes started. 

Not with the engine itself, that performed well, but with my 
choice of propeller. A few years ago I had seen a prop with the 
pitch I wanted which had been used with a Rotax 503 ULDC, 
same as mine, and promptly bought it at a bargain price. The 
prop was designed for a 3.5:1 reduction drive whereas I am 
using a 3:1 ratio, but in ignorance of prop design I thought I 
would get away with it! Some very naïve thinking on my part 
and an indication of my total ignorance on the subject, and 
you are welcome to have a laugh at my expense! 

Of course the engine could not deliver the power needed and 
the highest rpm I could get from the engine in a static test was 
4200 to be compared with the required 6200 rpm. I consulted 
Pieter de Necker of P-Prop and he slimmed down the prop for 
me to the extent that he could safely go.  
 

There was no guarantee of success of course, as he had to 
work within the geometric confines of the original prop. You 
cannot add wood to a prop, only remove it! With this 
modification the maximum rpm achieved moved up to 5200. 
The next resort was to reduce the prop diameter inch by inch, 
until I finally achieved the goal of 6200 rpm with the prop 
diameter reduced from 68” to 62”. It is interesting to note that 
in reducing the diameter I made a straight cut across the prop 
tip and that simply rounding the corners added another 100 
rpm. 

Interestingly enough, my prop now approximates the length 
and pitch of the prop on the Australian Flying Flea built by the 
guy whose plans I am using! So by a rather roundabout way I 
have somehow got to where I should be. The English call it 
‘muddling through’, but I guess that is how the Experimental 
Aircraft Association got its name! 

My sincere thanks go to Pieter de Necker who guided me 
through this process. It has been an interesting experience and 
I have done quite a lot of reading on prop design and now 
have some understanding of this subject and the sculpting of 
wooden propellers. 

It now only remains for me to finish off the tips, balancing the 
prop in the process and to run a final test, but unfortunately I 
had to suspend work on the aircraft in May for personal 
reasons but will continue once I am able to again. So no 
guesses as to when my aircraft will take to the skies. 
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-  Karl Jensen, Chairman,  
Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

Due to poor weather at Tedderfield on 12 Sept, 
my attempt to attend the Airplane Factory fly-in 
was thwarted by inclement weather. The 
weather was okay to attend the RV/Lotus Fly/
Drive-in at Kitty Hawk, where we distributed a 
batch of Sun n Fun publicity postcards. We also 
flew to Brits for a meeting about arrangements 
for the EAA Sun n Fun event 13-15 November. 
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Flew to Krugersdorp in marginal weather on 19 Sept to attend 
the EAA of SA Council meeting and Teddy build - disappointed 
by absence of many Chapter Chairmen and other Council 
members sans apologies. Distributed EAA Sun n Fun publicity 
postcards. 

Accompanying pic: Mark Clulow (Treas),  
Paul Lastrucci (President), Trixie Heron (PRO),  
Justin Gloy (322 visitor), Andre Scheepers (Ch 973),  
Kevin Hopper (Nat Tech Officer), Marie Reddy (Secretary),  
Dr Mike Brown (Young Eagles), Gerald Maddams (Ch 1502 East 
Coast), Walter Doubell (Safety Officer). 



- Willie Bodenstein, Pilot’s Post  
& EAA Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

In 1964, when Charley Roloff, Carl Unger and Bob Liposky 
designed and constructed the Breezy, they had one goal in 
mind: to build an affordable family fun aircraft. The Breezy 
exceeded their wildest expectation and almost 1,000 sets of 
plans have been sold. 

Charley, Carl and Bob were all pilots flying the Beech 18. They 
all loved what they were doing, but hankered for something 
basic, something that would take them back to the joys of 
‘seat of your pants’ stick and rudder flying. Charley built a 
Benson Gyro and flew it for a while before crashing it. The 
other two were not really impressed, but the idea of a ‘pusher’ 
was born. ‘Pushers’ were after all the means of propulsion of 
early designs from those flying legends Glenn Curtiss and 
Lincoln Beechy.  

The trio were more fortunate than most home builders; Bob 
was an engineer, Charley an aircraft inspector and Carl an 
expert welder. They built a wire model and then bought some 
4130 steel aircraft grade tubing and started building an aircraft 
in a hangar at Midway Airfield. The wings came from a Piper 
PA-12 Super Cruiser and most of the parts, including the nose- 
wheel and fork, from a Cessna 150 came from friends or were 
scrounged from trash.  

It took them six months to get a prototype ready at a total 
cost of $3,500. The biggest expenses were a new 90hp 
Continental engine and a radio. It was decided that Charley, 
who had the most hours as an instructor, would make the first 
flight, and on 07 August 1964 he took off from Lansing Airport. 
The RLU-1 flew as expected. Testing continued in 1965 and 
once, when Charlie had stopped for fuel, the airport manager 
walked up and remarked, “A little breezy ain’t  it?” The name 
stuck. 

Just as unconventional as the Breezy was, so was her first 
passenger. Charley, Carl and Bob had completed their forty 
hours proving flights when Carl took it up again one sunny 
morning and, spotting a small strip surrounded by thick 
woods, he landed. Taxiing back for the take-off, he saw three 
women approaching, none of whom wore anything except 
sandals. Carl had landed in a nudist colony and was soon 
surrounded by a crowd, all naked as the day they were born!  
A tall lady ran over and exclaimed, “It looks like us; it’s got 
nothing on!” and she, still dressed in only her sandals, became 
the first to don the goggles and jump in the back seat. 

In 1965 Carl took the Breezy to the EAA Fly-in at Rockford 
Illinois and, without him probably realising it, an institution 
was born. Everyone wanted to fly in her and he did not refuse 
anyone. The Breezy was in the air from dawn to dusk, with 
hundreds standing in line to experience the thrill of open air 
flying, and the uninterrupted views offered by what can be at 
best described as the most unconventional aircraft of the 
century.   

Suddenly everybody wanted a Breezy, but our three intrepid 
designers had not drawn up any plans. They had never 
thought that anyone would want to fly one - let alone build 
one! So the friends painstakingly started measuring up the 
Breezy and drew up a set of plans. Soon many Breezys were 
built and flying, including one in South Africa and another in 
the States, built by Jay Vieaux, a 14-year old boy. Carl flew the 
original for the next 25 years before donating her to the EAA 
Museum. Carl then started looking for a Breezy to buy. He 
learned that the Breezy built by Jay was for sale so Carl bought 
her and carried on the tradition he had started in 1965. 

Carl was to fly the Breezy at EAA’s Fly-ins for forty years, 
offering flips, and the Breezy became the most recognisable 
aircraft at AirVenture. More than 7,000 people, including the 
entire crew of the Concorde which visited Oshkosh in 1994, as 
well as Charles Duke, the lunar module pilot of Apollo 16 
would share the back seat. Even African Pilot’s editor, Athol 
Franz, has flown in a Breezy at Oshkosh. 

Carl Unger passed away on 24 September 2013. He was 82 
years old, but his legacy and that of Bob and Charley, his co-
designers, will probably grace the skies for many years to 
come.   

 

General information  

Capacity: 3 

Length: 22 feet 6 in (6.86 m) 

Wingspan: 33 feet (10 m) 

Height: 8 feet 6 in (2.59 m) 

Wing area: 165 sq feet (15.3 m2) 

Fuel capacity: 10 US gallons (38 litres; 8.3 imp gal) 

Engine: 1 × Continental C-90 , 90 hp (67 kW) 
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Imagine yourself on any normal morning! 

 

Gently breathing, alarm clock chimes waking you from that 

pre-wake-up slumber, you reach up to turn down the sound 

and your partner murmurs, ”Your turn for coffee!” 

You get up, put on your gown and stumble towards the 

kitchen to turn on the kettle. No need to hang around, as the 

whistle will alert you when the water is boiling. 

You turn towards the lounge, switching on the television and 

turning up the sound to follow the early morning news whilst 

busy in the kitchen. 

The sharp whistle, interspersed with the well timed ‘ping’ from 

the microwave oven where the milk is warmed, warns you 

that time is moving on and the rest of your programme awaits. 

Your family slowly awakens and get ready for their respective 

days, chatting away, mom bustling to get everything squared 

away before the kids are off to school, last minute orders and 

school matters sorted and then everyone scatters for the day. 

 

Now imagine getting it all done without any sound at all! Your 

day will be very, very different! 

 

The Secondary School for the Deaf in Leeudoringstad is a 

typical institution for hearing impaired children scraping to get 

by on limited budgets. Still using (illegal) asbestos buildings for 

classrooms and still waiting for budgets to upgrade systems, 

like fire alarms for instance! 

During the past two months, however, the usual struggle to 

educate hearing impaired children became dramatically more 

difficult for this small institution. 

 

During the first week of August, a horrible road accident cost 

the lives of a teacher and two learners of the school. 

Scarcely had life returned to some semblance of normality, 

when on the night of 24 August a fire broke out in the girls’ 

hostel. The saddest aspect of it was the fire alarm had worked 

perfectly well and had sounded, but it was an AUDIBLE alarm, 

and none of the kids could hear it! 

 

I find it far too emotionally disturbing to write the horrible 

story of deaf kids, desperately running around and trying to 

outwit something they can never survive. Please read below 

some of the news reports as they appeared in the news media 

at the time: 

 

Spare a thought for those poor children experiencing 

something as horrifying as what had happened on that 

evening. Also for the heroics of some of those boys risking 

their own lives for the benefits of others! 

 

The local farming community immediately chipped in with 

food, clothing, shelter in the neighbouring town at 

Wolmaransstad Secondary School, where there was 

fortunately a disused hostel that was quickly fixed up 

temporarily to accommodate the students. 

 

The headmaster of the Wolmaransstad Secondary School 

describes a really heart-warming story about local farmers 

who just started bringing and delivering things, far too much 

to mention. 

 

The dust had settled, life has to move on and the politicians 

are finally doing what they should have done a long time ago, 

plans are made and solutions are at hand, but the horror still 

remains! 

 

EAA Chapter 1504 in Klerksdorp entered into discussions with 

the Headmasters of both schools, the School for the Deaf as 

well as Wollies High School, with the idea of entertaining the 

entire complement of hearing impaired kids and the support 

staff for a fun day spent flying and experiencing flight related 

activities. 

 

It is early days, and we are open to suggestions (and 

donations) - the idea is that whatever money is left at the end 

of the day will be spent on the kids ad lib. (Remember the new 

school is on the cards and there will be proper facilities, etc., 

so there is no need to create trust funds). 

 

Tentative discussions were already held and the overall 

consensus is to go for it. 

 

Anyone with suggestions or any input, please feel free to 

contact me at mikev@ganglere.com 

 

Regards 

Mike Visagie 

Young Eagles Coordinator 

EAA Chapter 1504 Klerksdorp 

 

 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Three-burn-to-death-at-North-West-school-for-the-deaf-20150824 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Mother-Im-already-dead-deaf-teens-SMS-20150828 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Mom-Im-already-dead-20150829 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/The-hero-who-saved-13-girls-from-fire-20150906 
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Thursday 15 October 2015 
 
Guest 
We have the great honour this month of having Commandant 
Rynier Keet (SAAF Retired) as our distinguished guest. Rynier 
was appointed as the Project Officer of Project Brahman and 
the Cheetah was the result. He retired as OC of 5 Squadron 
which was equipped with Cheetah Es at the time. Prior to this 
he flew and instructed on the usual suspects such as Harvards, 
but he was also fortunate enough to fly Vampires, Sabres, 
Impalas and Mirages. In 1991 he obtained an MBA at the 
University of Stellenbosch, and he is now the MD of a 
Management Consultant Company in Cape Town called 
Corporate Renaissance Group. His list of recollections will no 
doubt include his ejection from a Cheetah E during a test 
flight. 
 
Host 
Our erudite host Dr Mike Brown will be there to do the 
excellent job that he always does. 

 
Regulars are advised to book their seats early or risk missing 
the show.  
 
Date:  Thursday, 15 October 2015  
Time:   18h30 for 19h30 (time to order your drinks & 
boerewors/steak rolls) 
Venue: EAA Auditorium adjacent to Flyboys restaurant and 
the holding point of Runway 29, Rand Airport, Hurricane Road, 
Germiston. Take the entrance at Hurricane Road (NOT through 
the main gate) 
Cost: R50.00 each (R30 for card-carrying EAA members) 
Booking: Email eaa.talkshow@icon.co.za 
   
Refreshments: Our famous boerewors and steak rolls, fresh off 
the flames, will be available, and coffee, tea, cold drinks and 
cash bar available. 

Greetings to EAA Chapter Chairmen and all EAA members 
 
Thanks to all your  contributions, this is the 10th issue of our 
CONTACT! newsletter that we have published this year. I am 
happy to be a part of this important communications aspect of 
our great organisation, and, with your help, we can make it a 
full 12 issues. 
 
CONTACT! goes a long way towards showcasing what the EAA 
is all about, and provides the all-important advertising and 
motivation for our members to keep our association healthy 
and thriving. 
 
So please, I am kindly requesting that you send us some of 
your favourite pictures of events, updates on members’ 
projects, a few lines about EAA or associated activities that 
you have been involved in, or even just pictures of our 
members’ aircraft flying. Please don’t forget to include some 
proper captions and a short, or long, write-up so that we can 
create a suitable newsletter article. Please do it soon, or 
subcontract the job out to someone else and encourage them 
to get it done. We will be standing by, ready to work late 
nights to get the next newsletter edition published. 
 
Thanks, we are looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
Gus and the CONTACT! Team. 
 
PS Check out our website and our past newsletter editions: 

eaa.org.za 
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Lt John Henry Joseph Martin - Spitfire pilot -        
honours EAA Chapter 322 with his visit to its 
September meeting  
- Gordon Dyne, Chapter 322 Johannesburg 
 
On Wednesday 02 September, an impressive number 
of members and friends of EAA Chapter 322 came 
together for our monthly meeting at the Dickie Fritz 
MOTH Hall in Dowerglen. As this month celebrated the 
75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, I thought it 
would be a good idea to have a man who flew that 
iconic plane that saved Britain - the Spitfire - with us for 
the evening. John Martin happily accepted my 
invitation and was warmly greeted by the audience. I 
was very proud to introduce John who, although he did 
not fight in the Battle of Britain, having been too 
young, flew 500 hours on Spitfires with 4 Squadron - 
South African Air Force in Italy 1943-1945. John is a 
remarkable man, now 92 years young and still has all 
his faculties intact. John has flown with me a number of 
times and when I give him ‘control’, it is as if he has 
never been away from the cockpit. An incredibly humble and 
modest man and a devout Catholic. I and countless others are 
privileged to know him and his delightful extended family. 
Our beloved 322 Chairman Captain Karl Jensen called the 
meeting to order at 19h00 sharp. By that time most of the 
audience had feasted on Ann Ferreira’s delicious salad and egg 
mayonnaise rolls and then visited the bar where Eddie and 
Jean dispensed liquid refreshment with great speed. Thank 
you very much, Ann, assisted by husband Wally, Eddie and 
Jean. Karl, with his brilliant Powerpoint presentation and usual 
humorous asides, ran through the usual monthly activities.  
 

The Chairman’s Report, the EAA Annual Convention at 
Margate, Finance, Minutes, Young Eagles, the Teddy Build, 
Auditorium, the Arthur Piercy project, Safety and future fly-
aways. Chapter 322 is still flying, very solvent, with a rosy 
future! 
For our monthly entertainment and to commemorate the 75th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, Karl presented the most 
wonderful film called ‘Our Finest Hour’. An hour or more of 
Spitfires, Spitfires and more Spitfires. I was sitting with John 
Martin and could sense his emotions as that wonderful sound 
of the Merlin and Griffon engines reverberated round the 
MOTH Hall. Brilliant! I could see John reliving those 500 hours 
of being strapped into his ‘Spittie’, the excitement, the fear 
and the memories of those numerous fellow pilots who were 
lost in action. John lost many friends including Graham McFie, 
the uncle of popular EAA member Rob McFie. Graham was 22 
when his P51 Mustang was shot down over the D-Day 
beaches. I think by the end of the film many of us were feeling 
as drained as John was. Karl asked John if he would like to say 
a few words to the audience, which he did, and recounted a 
few of his experiences from more than 70 years ago. 
Remarkable. 
With that, Karl called the meeting to a close, and most of us 
retired to the bar where John signed a number of autographs 
for members of his ‘fan club’. Thank you, John, for honouring 
us with your presence. You are my hero. May you live to a 
hundred! 
Thank you, Karl, for another very successful meeting. You 
cannot possibly retire at the forthcoming AGM. Members will 
not allow it. Please stay on. We need you. Many thanks too, to 
Marie Reddy, our wonderfully efficient and hardworking 
secretary. How you find time, Marie, to ‘head up’ so many EAA 
projects and still run your own business, I do not know. 
However, well done and grateful thanks from Karl and the rest 
of us. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 07 October. Do hope 
to see you there.  
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- Marie Reddy, Secretary, Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

Since the last report on 0I July, we have only worked on the 
wings, so this is mainly an update for September, as we only 
had one build day in August. 

At this stage, I’m not sure whether we will achieve a lot more 
this year, but I will try and do an update for end November/
beginning December. 

September 2015 marks 2 years on the build project, even 
though the first 3 months were actually spent on the original 
Pietenpol project - for me it’s all part of the 322 Build Project. 

Thanks so much to Kevin Hopper for his guidance, endless 
patience (even when this project may not deserve it) and his 
willingness. Also a BIG thanks to the ‘regular suspects’ - Neville 
Du Piesanie , Richard Fornefeld, Derek Orford, Dylan van Wyk 
& Mike Haupt for their support of this project, without which 
the build project would not exist ! 
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CONTACT! Is the official newsletter of EAA of SA. This edition was compiled by Gus and edited with love and 
kisses by Trixie Heron. All material is gratefully received from Chapters, members and non-members alike. 
Remember that this is your newsletter, so please submit material as it happens to Gus (news@eaa.org.za) or 
Trixie (editor@afskies.co.za). 
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Courtesy of Her Majesty's Government, 
there is scheduled to be a visit of a new 
RAF ‘Voyager’ Multi-Role transport 
aircraft to South Africa in the last week 

of October 2015. Details will remain classified for 
obvious reasons, but the visit should include Cape Town 
(Ysterplaat) and Pretoria (Waterkloof). There may be 
opportunity to tour the aircraft in each location - watch 
this space for further news.... 

Best regards,  
Bruce Harrison 
Chairman, RAFOC (Royal Air Force Officers’ Club) 

All are welcome at the fun-filled weekend. Fly or drive and 
enjoy EAA camaraderie and hospitality, braais, delicious 
bushveld catering and rubberneck at the wide variety of 
planes.  
Neil Bowden’s Oshkosh Tour guests will hold a reunion over 
the weekend and there will be a mass fly-in of Slings. Take part 
in a Fun Fly Nav Adventure. Showcase your plane and more. 

B&B accommodation, camping on field approved and 
encouraged. Invitations have been sent to various 
organisations and appropriate commercial interests to be 
present for the weekend. All EAA members should please 
encourage their friends to fly in for this special weekend. 

For more information, please contact rsvp@eaa.org.za 

Attended rescheduled Groblersdal Flying Club 
‘Fly, Braai and Waai ’on 26 September.  Good 
event, very well supported by EAA in congenial 
and warm surroundings - about 25 planes flew 

in. Excellent hospitality and great braai, with inexpensive top 
quality braai packs. An event that will be worthwhile attending 
when it is held again. Distributed EAA Sun n Fun publicity 
postcards. 

Also attended the SA Flyer 20th Anniversary function on 21 
September at Dainfern Country Club. A most enjoyable 
function. Distributed EAA Sun n Fun publicity postcards. 

Here’s hoping that the Sun n Fun publicity postcard distribution 
bears fruit! 

Karl Jensen, Chairman Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

Visitors and locals at the Groblersdal fly-in  
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