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Auster Mk1 LB369 (ZU-MGM) and a Gatsby girl. 

 Steve McCurrach took the dancing teacher/model in his 
Cheetah ZU-SSG for an aerial view of the photo-shoot. 

 - Gerald Maddams, Chapter 1502 East Coast 
 
A while ago, Steve McCurrach - pilot and expert aerial 
photographer - phoned me and asked if I would loan my 
aeroplane for a photo-shoot. Questions from me elicited 
the answer that the shoot might include a young lady or 
two and that my aeroplane would act as a backdrop to a 
photography school class run by a well-known 
Johannesburg-based photographer and tutor. 
I suggested that ZS-APY and our 1942 Vaaljapie Ferguson 
tractor would also seem to fit the bill, and could they be 
included. The plan was hatched. 
Some resulting shots from my over-heated camera are 
attached. 
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What our members are up to  
- Gerald Maddams, Chairman, Chapter 1502 East Coast  

Chris Hicks is coordinating a programme that 
should lead to the restoration-to-flight of one of 
South Africa's oldest homebuilt aircraft still extant. 
This is a Taylor Monoplane, built by Ian Parker back 
in the late 60s. Many old-timers may remember 
this aircraft from the EAA Conventions held in 
Pietermaritzburg back in the 1970s, and then later 
when it adopted pseudo RAF camouflage and 
roundels. 
Member Barry de Groot donated the airframe and 
motor to Chapter 1502, hoping that it could be 
completed and flown again. Shortly after that 
generous act, a 'twister' swept across Oribi Airport 
which destroyed hangars and seriously damaged 
many aeroplanes. The wings for the Monoplane 
were stored in a hangar which lost its roof, and the 
wings were sucked out through the trusses and 
dumped onto the airfield’s grass about 100 yards 
from the hangar.   
Damage was fortunately very light, but it added 
another set of tasks to the 
completion project. Chris can be 
seen doing some remedial work to 
one of the wings. 
The fuselage of ZS-UHG is shown 
without it's old cowls, as they were 
made for the original VW engine.  
The aircraft now sports a 
Revmaster motor with magneto 
ignition, so will need new cowls. 
Soon, we hope, the motor can go 
for final preparation, but that will 
have to wait for the Familiar Chats 
to raise their brood of chicks out of 
the nest that they have built under 
the dust cloths and on top of the 
engine! 
It's great to have wildlife on the 
airfield. 
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SA Planes Explorer 
Gordon Pickles is a surgeon by day, and on weekends can 
be found propelling himself around hills and valleys on a 
mountain bike, or working on his Explorer project in the 
hangar at Grass Roots. 
He had the assistance of a merry bunch of guys so he did 
a trial fitment of the wings to ensure that the butt ribs 
lined up perfectly. The photo shows him proudly taking a 
photo of his creation. He is meticulous in his work and it 
is lovely and inspiring to watch the progress on the 
aeroplane. 
Photo 2 shows the aircraft from the 7 o'clock position and 
reveals that the port wing is silver, whilst the starboard 
one is still in clear nitrate dope.  Both wings are now back on rotisseries and will 
soon continue the process towards becoming orange/yellow just like the fuzz. 

Auster ZS-APY  
Chris Hicks is a longstanding member of the EAA. 
He has the privilege of driving the longest continually-
registered aircraft in South Africa around the skies. His plane 
was born a good few years before he was, and is now 76 
years old. ZS-APY has retained its historic registration thanks 
to the sustained efforts of Paul Lastrucci assisted by 
Kev Storie from Aeroclub. Chris is also a member of the Grass 
Roots Flying Club, which is based at the 28-year old 
Grass Roots airfield in Cato Ridge.   
 
Refuelling Platform 
We are proud of our field and Chris is always striving to make 
it a safer place to be, as he is our Chapter 1502 Safety Officer. 
The pics show him hard at work creating a refuelling platform, 
which is earthed by a 1.2m earth spike and has a terminal 
attached for grounding the aircraft being refuelled. The idea is 
to minimise static spark risk, and also to minimise the risk of 
contamination of the fuel by sand/grit/etc., which might 
otherwise get into funnels/filters and fuel hoses when 
refuelling on the grass and sand. 
It is now complete and provides a good base for refuelling 
from ladders.  
Hats off to Chris Hicks for completing a seriously challenging 
physical task, and remember, he isn’t a young boy anymore! 
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Piper PA17 Vagabond ZS-VLN 
Alan Lorimer is busy restoring a Piper PA17 
Vagabond, which was the love of our dear 
departed Bob Illsley. Bob had begun the 
restoration before his passing, and he sold the 
unfinished project to Alan. ZS-VLN was 
registered in the LS1 category and will continue 
with that registration into the new Light Sport 
category when complete. This aeroplane began 
life as a PA15, and still has the data-plate 
attached to one of the fuselage frames. It was 
later modified with dual controls, two doors and 
bungee suspension and brought up towards 
PA17 status. 
 The first illustration shows Alan having done a 
test-fitting of the motor to the newly tacked-up 
engine bearers. The new seat-fob can be 
discerned in the cockpit, and the recently 
covered wings lurk behind him under some old 
curtains. The old wing covering is hanging on the 
hangar wall above it all. 
Alan and Russell Smith can be seen trying out 
the newly installed complete seat, making 
engine noises and playing with brake/rudder 
pedals and sticks (all unconnected at present).  
The back of the instrument panel can be seen, 
and it houses very simple old-fashioned steam-
type gauges. 



- Eugene Couzyn, Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

The October issue of CONTACT! carried an article on the 
Bateleurs Mission I flew for The Endangered Wildlife Trust in 
the Mkuze and Hluhluwe / iMfolozi Game Reserves. The 
Surveys conducted were deemed successful, and I was asked 
to conduct a similar survey flight in Northern Kruger National 
Park. I had flown a similar survey covering Central KNP in 
September the previous year, and this was to complete the 
programme for the entire area. 

All of these flights were carried out in challenging conditions, 
as they are largely in that section of the Height / Velocity 
Diagram of a helicopter’s Pilot Operating Handbook,  known 
as  ‘Dead Man’s Curve’. This diagram represents the 
conditions from which a safe auto-rotation can / cannot be 
achieved.  Helicopter work frequently requires that ops are 
in the shaded area of the diagram, but the pilot should be 
aware that an engine failure under these conditions can be a 
challenge (in modern South African parlance) or in local 
dialect, HKGK. In addition, outside air temperatures were 
sometimes as high as 36 deg, fortunately countered by low 
altitude and a resultant Density Altitude around 4000 ft. 

The biggest learning curve for me, however, has been in the 
preparation before the Mission, and the daily red tape 
required to operate in the restricted airspace in which these 
Reserves are situated. The Kruger National Park in particular, 
carries a high number of aircraft movements these days, 
including continuous security related missions, as well as a 
large number of concurrent research programmes. 

This has led to extremely tightly controlled monitoring of 
flights over the area, starting with prior permission from 
SANPARKS for the particular programme, ATNS Permission 
for FUA (Flexible Use of Airspace) showing the survey area 
on an aviation map or on Google Earth with an Airspace 
Overlay, and in the case of the area falling within Military 
Airspace Boundaries, such as is the case in KNP, Military 
Overflight Permission.  

These Permissions all take time and are tedious, although I 
must compliment all personnel with whom I was in contact in 
the process of my applications, for the cordial and professional 
manner in which they conducted the Application Processes. 

Mode C transponders are mandatory for all flights, as are daily 
Flight Plans, but in addition, aircraft are required to maintain 
30 minute interval radio contact with Mission Control who 
monitor on Radar and control all relevant aircraft movements. 
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NORTHERN KRUGER NATIONAL PARK VULTURE SURVEY 
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As a helicopter pilot, most of my flights are below 1500 ft AGL 
and formal ATNS Flight Plans have rarely been part of my 
experience. When contemplating a long flight, I will typically 
check the weather, and if it appears suitable, I will carry out 
my normal route planning and set sail, relying primarily on GPS 
but backed up with a conventional map and flight and fuel 
planning.  

Operating in National Parks and Restricted Airspace has forced 
me to become more proficient in this aspect of flying and as a 
result, I am more relaxed. I no longer avoid filing and will now 
more comfortably talk to Controllers outside the vicinity of my 
home base airfield.  

I like to think that being more relaxed about Flight Plans and 
comms improves my chances for a safe flight, and would 
encourage anyone, who like me, has not made submission of 
Flight Plans a part of their regular procedure for long distance 
flights, to do so. 
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I thank you all for supporting this evening and especially to 
your spouses who put up with all the EAA stuff which might 
not be their bag throughout the year. Mariette Nicholson said, 
“Dis ,n vlieg ding, jy sal nooit verstaan nie!” A big thanks to 
Mike Brown for convening this function and to Irene Naude 
and Trixie Heron for their assistance with the décor. A very big 
thanks is also due to Gerald Harvey and his team at Mortimer 
Harvey for the delightful imaginative printed material – no 
wonder his company is so successful.  

To all the EAA 322 members who are recipients of certificates, 
you deserve them and they are awarded to our Chapter 
members who have made a significant contribution to our 
Chapter, to our continued freedom of the skies and to each 
member who has flown a new homebuilt aircraft for the first 
time in the past year. Every function is carried out voluntarily 
in EAA, a fact that we can all be justifiably proud of. 

There has been plenty going on for those who participated. 
My experience has been that the more one is involved, the 
more there is to gain from being a member of EAA. I put the 
slide show together with more than 530 pics to give an idea of 
how busy the year been. The pics are in random order with 
some photos contributed by Stephen Theron and the 
background music carefully chosen by my wife ZU-VAL, I mean 
Val who has encouraged me over the years in the serious 
amount of time that I have devoted to being chairman. I have 
been blessed to have our own plane to access most flying 
events in the country, and also to be able to share the fun of 
flying with many of our members. After being chairman of 322 
for more than 10 years, I am standing down at the end of the 
Chapter year which is the end of December, but will remain an 
active member. 

Karl Jensen, Chapter 322 Chairman 
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Ronnie Alcock: Braaimaster Le Cordon Bleu BAR. 

Willie Bodenstein: Appreciation for fine photography and 
unsolicited support of EAA in PilotsPost.com 

Nico Brandt: In gratitude for the use by EAA of his premises, 
machinery, tools and generous hospitality during the Teddy 
build phase at the Brandt home Jenico.  

Mike Brown: In recognition and appreciation of unwavering 
enthusiastic support in all EAA Chapter 322 activities and, in 
particular, invaluable assistance to the Chapter Chairman. 

Greg Clegg: In recognition of his enthusiasm as the youngest 
licensed pilot in Chapter 322, who attends most of EAA fly-in 
functions in Jodel ZS-UEK. 

Mark Clulow: In grateful recognition for the financial discipline 
applied to EAA Chapter 322 and EAA of SA National matters, 
plus regular reports on membership details. 

Ricardo De Bonis: In recognition for the First Flight of Wag 
Aero ZU-IDT in August 2015 – the latest addition to his 
impressive toy box. 

Neil de Lange: In appreciation for his unfailing support of EAA 
and invaluable advice on regulatory matters. 

Jeff Earle: In recognition of ongoing Chairmanship of the Aero 
Club of South Africa. 

Athol Franz: In appreciation for generous regular publicity by 
African Pilot of EAA of SA and EAA Chapter 322 Johannesburg. 

Wayne Giles: In recognition for completion and flight of his 
immaculate Bearhawk Patrol ZU-BHP. 

Trixie Heron: In appreciation for involvement in ensuring error 
free CONTACT! content, unbounded enthusiasm for EAA and 
enthusiastic involvement in all EAA activities. 

Rob Jonkers: In sincere appreciation and recognition of an 
exemplary member of EAA Chapter 322, for unfailing 
dedication and support of all EAA activities. 

Norman Joseph: In recognition for the First Flight of RV-9      
ZU-FUE in 2015 

Archie Kemp: In recognition and appreciation for the high-end 
quality signage for EAA.  

Claus Keuchel: In recognition for the immaculate rebirth of his 
1947 Taylorcraft ZS-BLD. 

Clive King: Special recognition for always volunteering to assist 
with all administrative support duties at EAA Chapter 322 
events and organising the annual Mabalingwe fly-in. 

Paul Lastrucci: In appreciation for officiating as EAA of SA 
National President and as Vice Chairman of the Aero Club of 
South Africa, as well as involvement in advocacy issues that 
affect all EAA members and other recreational flyers.  

Andy Lawrence: In recognition for the construction, 
completion and successful First Flight of his magnificent RV-10 
on 04 September 2015.  

Marie Reddy: In grateful recognition as Chapter 322 and EAA 
National Secretary, Teddy Aircraft Build Project co-ordinator, 
EAA Convention and Aero Club Awards function Organiser and 
all round Super-Woman. 

Coen Swart: Braaimaster Le Cordon Bleu BAR. 

Kevin Storie: In recognition of his remarkable energy and input 
as CEO in the operation of the Aero Club of South Africa. 

Stephen Theron: In appreciation for EAA Photos for CONTACT! 
and sterling assistance at the EAA Auditorium pub. 

Ivan van der Schaar: In recognition for the First Flight of the 
Boeing Stearman (aka Schaarman) that he and Sonica rebuilt. 

Jeremy Woods: In recognition and appreciation of convening 
the EAA Auditorium and EAA Flying Legends Talk Shows. 

Raymond Zambon: In recognition for attainment of a 
Commercial Pilots Licence in October 2014. 

Please visit our website www.eaa.org.za for more details and 
a list of the awards not presented on the evening. 

Chapter 322 Wings Certificates were awarded to the following 
attendees of the year-end function.  
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A glorious balmy evening 
in Johannesburg, a great 
win by the Springboks, 
delicious ‘grub’ from Ann 
Ferreira and a ‘frostie’ or 
two from the bar, put the 
audience in the right 

frame of mind for the October meeting of EAA Chapter 322. 
Some 90 members and friends took their seats as Chairman 
Captain Karl Jensen called the meeting to order at about 
19h15 hours. With the remaining few minutes of the rugby 
game playing quietly in the background, the Chairman ran 
through the usual formalities of welcome, apologies, last 
month’s minutes, the Teddy build, forthcoming events, 
auditorium, finance, Young Eagles, Safety and membership, 
and so on. 
 
Not only is Dr Mike Brown a medical doctor of note, Vice-
Chairman of EAA Chapter 322, and organiser of Young Eagles, 
but this week he also took over the ‘safety portfolio’ and gave 
us the most marvellous ten minute talk on weather. We were 
warned to watch out for hot weather which can be followed 
by severe storms which can appear very quickly ‘out of the 
blue’.  
 

After a short break to recharge our glasses, we resumed our 
seats to listen to a talk given by EAA 322 member Barend de 
Beer, who is a metallurgist by qualification and a Quality 
Control Consultant by profession. Barend has been building a 
Rutan Cosy Mk 1V since 1911 and the project is almost 
complete. The talk was marvellous albeit rather long. You 
obviously took a long time in preparing your talk with your 
slides and video presentation Barend. For this we thank you. 
The swindle was won by Chairman Karl Jensen! Could there be 
a more deserving winner? 
 
So ended another most successful EAA Chapter 322 meeting. 
Thank you all for attending and grateful thanks to our beloved 
chairman for his never-ending enthusiasm. Once more I must 
convey huge thanks to the Chapter’s secretary Marie Reddy, 
who takes so much of the work load on her broad, beautiful 
shoulders. Thank you, Marie. I do not know how you find time, 
but I am reminded of the old adage: “If you want something 
doing – give it to a busy person!” Very true in Marie’s case. 
Our next meeting, the Chapter AGM will be on Wednesday   
04 November. We hope to see you there!  
For more information on EAA Chapter 322 please visit its 
website www.eaa.org.za   
 
 

Great win by the Boks helps create the perfect atmosphere for the EAA 322 meeting on 
Wednesday 07 October - Gordon Dyne 

http://www.eaa.org.za


- Gordon Dyne 

Last Thursday night 15 October was a hot, humid one –   
perfect for a return to EAA’s base at Rand Airport of the Flying 
Legends Talk Show after a gap of a few months. 

Despite the heat, a full house greeted Commandant Rynier 
Keet (SAAF retired) who had flown up especially from Cape 
Town where he now resides, to sit in the spotlight and bare his 
soul to the knowledgeable aviation audience. Commandant 
Keet may not be that well known in the aviation world, but 
after a couple of hours of friendly interrogation this ‘dark 
horse’ really came out of his shell! The Flying Doctor Mike 
Brown was Master of Ceremonies as usual, and was 
thoroughly versed in Commandant Keet’s very extensive and 
exciting career. Mike is the ‘real Mr Smoothy’ and soon had 
our guest eating out of his hand, as he does with all his guests. 
What a wonderful bedside manner the 
good Doctor has! 

After joining the South African Air Force 
(SAAF) Rynier was privileged to fly the 
‘usual suspects’ such as Harvards, but 
was also fortunate to fly Vampires, 
Sabres, Impalas and Mirages. What a 
lucky blighter! I could sense the envy 
oozing from the pores of every 
‘wannabe’ fighter pilot, including me, in 
the audience. However, as I always say, 
‘one makes one’s own luck in life’. 

Later in Rynier’s career, he was 
appointed as the Project Officer of 
Project Brahman in order to select 
South Africa’s fighter of the future, and 
the Cheetah was the result.  

On one occasion Rynier  experienced an engine ‘surge’ as he 
was about to take off in his Cheetah E and he had no 
alternative other than to eject. Not a good idea when there is 
not much altitude for the parachute to open automatically, 
but thanks to the amazing British Martin Baker ejection seat, 
the chute did open and Rynier landed safely with barely an 
injury apart from a sore back. In the past 65 years the Martin 
Baker ejection seat has saved more than 7,500 lives. 

Rynier retired as Officer Commanding 5 Squadron equipped 
with Cheetah Es. In 1991, Rynier obtained an MBA at the 
University of Stellenbosch and now runs his own Management 
Consultant Company in Cape Town. 

So ended another memorable Flying Legends Talk Show. 
Thank you very much, Rynier, for putting aside your modesty 
and telling us of your amazing career. Thank you, Mike Brown, 

for another well researched evening. 

Well done, Jeremy Woods, for finding 
another Flying Legend. From where you 
continue to find these guys I do not 
know. Thank you Anne-Louise Woods 
and Trixie Heron for manning the gate 
and thank you, Ronnie Alcock and Coen 
Swart - our braaimasters. The steaks 
were fabulously succulent. Thank you, 
Steve Theron, for running the bar and, 
finally, thanks to our audience for always 
supporting the show.  Thank you. 

STOP PRESS - We can confirm that we 
will be hosting Nigel Hopkins as our Talk 
Show guest on Wednesday 18 November 
- please note change of day to fit in with 
his roster. - Ed 
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CONTACT! Is the official newsletter of EAA of SA. This edition was compiled by Gus and edited with love and 
kisses by Trixie Heron. All material is gratefully received from Chapters, members and non-members alike. 
Remember that this is your newsletter, so please submit material as it happens to Gus (news@eaa.org.za) or 
Trixie (editor@afskies.co.za). 
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(C3091/15 NOTAMN Q)FAJA/QWTLW/IV/M/AW/000/068/2532S02747E005  

A)FABS B)1511130500 C)1511151500 E)FABS: FLY-IN TAKING PLACE.  

F)GND G)6761FT AMSL) 

All are welcome at the fun-filled weekend. Fly 
or drive and enjoy EAA camaraderie and 
hospitality, braais, delicious bushveld catering 
and rubberneck at the wide variety of planes.  
Neil Bowden’s Oshkosh Tour guests will hold a 
reunion over the weekend and there will be a 
mass fly-in of Slings. Take part in a Fun Fly Nav 
Adventure. Showcase your plane and more.  
 

B&B accommodation, camping on field approved 
and encouraged.  
Invitations have been sent to various 
organisations and appropriate commercial 
interests to be present for the weekend. All EAA 
members should please encourage their friends 
to fly in for this special weekend. 

For more information, please contact 
rsvp@eaa.org.za 

 My 5-month old boy (at the time the pic was taken in July) 
keeping an eye on the work being performed. 

 Taylorcraft ZS-VHL in the background. 

- Zak Kotze, Chapter 575 East Rand  

 
Aircraft Owners and Approved Persons 

Please take note that the annual aircraft inspection form 
RA 24.1(a) and RA 24.1 (b) has been amended to reflect the 
requirements of the applicable regulations. Further note that 
the ATF application forms RA 24.2 (a), (b) and (c) have also 
been updated.  

From 01 December 2015  
only the new forms will be accepted. 

 The revised forms have been uploaded on the RAASA website, 
and are ready for download. 
Also, the declaration by the Approved Person is brought in line 
with the regulatory requirement. It needs to be noted that the 
declaration on the inspection form does not absolve one from 
any prescription of the relevant regulations. 
 
Should anyone wish to propose an amendment to the 
regulation, kindly submit such to the office of RAASA for 
inclusion in the Project 24 regulation review process.  
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