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Jonathan Low’s Onex ZU-IGS at the EAA Chapter 1502 Fly-away to Ladysmith.
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by Gerald Maddams - Chapter 1502 East Coast

ZU-DIG over the Battle of Willow Grange site.
Boers were on A, Brits on B and the monument is at C. D is Thabamhlope Mountain.

The weather forecast had been encouraging all week, except that the massive rain and snow
storms in the Cape and the devastating wind-driven fires in Knysna seemed to pose a threat to
stable weather over the two planned days of the fly-away.
I drove out to the airfield early, leaving Durban in the dark
under a lovely clear sky that was studded with bright
stars and a waning moon just past full. At Grass Roots,
the air was severely brisk at 8 degrees but no wind, and
a brightening sky to the east was good for the soul.
Russell Smith arrived moments before me, and Robbie
Els joined us only minutes later. We all did our pre-flight
checks of the aircraft inside the lighted hangars, and
thereafter pulled the aeroplanes outside to top up fuel
levels. Robbie and his Savannah ZU-FRD made a nice
picture in the dawn.

Alan Lentle passed us in his slick Aerospool Dynamic
ZU-DUF as we crossed the Hilton ridge, and Robbie
caught and passed Russell and me as we were abeam
Craigieburn Dam.

Ladysmith was reached after 1hr 45 min and there were
the two faster planes on the ground. My radio was
playing up and I never heard (or saw) the three aircraft in
circuit, but my blind calls were responded to by the other
aircraft keeping out of my way until I was safely on the
ground. Although Russell had warned them that my radio
was not receiving, I took a fair amount of good-humoured
We briefed our flight plan intentions and agreed who tongue-lashing once the pilots of the other planes were
would be ‘radio man’ en-route. Cars were put into the out of their cockpits. Quite rightly so, too.
hangars and the doors secured, then it was engine
One of those three other planes was Jan Kemp from
warm-up and departure time. Bantam ZU-DIG is slower
Volksrust. He came down in his re-engined SAAFthan the other two, so I went first, followed by Russell in
decaled ex-Piper Tomahawk ZU-FUO. The other two
his Challenger ZU-AYF and Robbie third. Smooth, cold
planes were Ladysmith locals doing some circuit bashing.
air all the way to Ladysmith had me wishing that I had an
enclosed cockpit, but the views were magnificent with the Larry van der Merwe, from the Ladysmith-based Rainbow
Flying School, had the kettle on and hot beverages and
‘Berg bathed in glorious sunshine.
biscuits were immediately available. Then the aircraft
began arriving overhead.
The 'Berg viewed from Chipmunk ZS-OWJ.

Robbie Els prepares his Savannah ZU-FRD.

ZU
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Mark Warren in Harmony ZU-TRG; Donovan BartonHobbs in Bushbaby ZU-EIR; Jonathan Low in Onex
ZU-IGS; Noel Drew in RV 9 ZU-FHF; Mike Korck in Sling
ZU-IAZ; Dave Emond in RV 10 ZU-RVD; Mervyn Roberts
in RV-7 ZU-FOZ; Andre Smit in RV-7 ZU-IBX; Gabriel
Chella in RV-7A ZU-MBA; Les Rhind and Lance Poynter
in DH Chipmunk ZS-OWJ; Craig Wing in Jabiru 430
ZU-TOY; and Josh Joubert in a Sling.
All told, 17 aircraft arrived on the Saturday. A group of us
walked through the gate to the hotel next door and had a
lovely ‘hotel-type’ breakfast, before strolling back to
milling groups gathering around the aircraft, talking the
“where we’ve been”, ”how we’ve flown”, “who we’ve met”,
“how fast”, “how fuel-efficient”, and clues on this or that
gadget, etc., that we all talk about at gatherings like this.
Larry had arranged fuel for us, and refuelling went ahead
smoothly. Then the few that had to get home or fly to
another destination took off, leaving 7 aeroplanes to be
positioned out of the cold in hangars for the night.
Mac Long, Larry van der Merwe and the Ladysmith Flying
Club all gave up space to accommodate us all.
There was a rugby match that, some felt, needed
watching on tele, and the hotel provided a comfortable
lounge in which to indulge that craving. The aviationthemed bar was an attraction to some.
As the sun went down, the Ladysmith guys at their clubhouse brought out the snacks, braai and bar for a really
enjoyable session of good companionship, and wellcooked food. The resident barn owl made a few noisy
circuits as the dusk settled in, and his/her roost is in the
main hangar.
The Andrews Motel is really comfortable and inexpensive
and I, for one, slept like a log. I heard no complaints at all
from any of the others on Sunday morning, so I guess
that they slept soundly as well.

Harmony, Bushbaby and Onex.

Mike Brown - Chairman, EAA 322 and
Clive King,- Vice-President, EAA SA.
Mike Korck's newly acquired Sling and the Rainbow
Flying School’s Cheetah.

Ready for refuelling, with the Rainbow Flying School in
the background.

Karl Jensen - Vice-President, EAA SA.

Sun-up, and the local lads turned on the heat. A huge
home-made gas fired cooking range was wheeled out
and the food flowed. Bacon, eggs, etc., in abundance,
with coffee, tea, jam and toast, and they refused any
payment. They said it was just so nice to have us there
that they were the ones to owe us – not the other way
around.
Six aeries arrived and the newcomers were also treated
to the same fare. Ian Cawley in a Sling; John and Lynn
Joubert in a Europa; Jan Jefferiss in a RV 6; Rob Beech
in a Tri-Pacer; Rod Norton in a Jabiru and Tom from
Dundee in a Bushcat. What a great turn-out and such
good company!

A great flight line.

Well done to all to the pilots, partners, wives and friends
who came out to play over the weekend. “Thank you” to
Chapter 1502, and especially the Ladysmith Flying Club.
The hospitality of the Ladysmith Flying Club was truly
magnificent. At every level they went out of their way to
ensure that we were looked after royally, and their
unselfish generosity is cherished and deeply appreciated
by the guys and girls of Chapter 1502. To cap it all, we
had a tailwind all the way home! Brilliant!

Les Rhind’s Chipmunk ZS-OWJ.
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by Rob 322 Johannesburg
by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg
EAA of SA and EAA Chapter 322 have each proudly contributed
R20,000 to this amazing initiative. Of course many other
aviation industries and entities have also sponsored the
project. This is the 5th year that the Safety First Aviator
Roadshow (SFAR) has taken place. It has been incorrectly
suggested that this is a CAA project – this is definitely not so,
as it is an industry-wide initiative. The aviation industry
sponsors, as well as the CAA and Aero Club, need to know that
they are all promoted at every opportunity, with their logos
prominently displayed whenever possible. In my view, having
been involved at a fairly high level, I believe in the objectives
of the campaign. I sincerely hope that those aviators who have
attended a campaign presentation have gained an insight into
many facets of aviation where abuse, misunderstanding,
undesirable behaviour and especially poor attitude lead to
inevitable incidents and accidents.

for all the presentations, as well as a presentation on simple
Met interpretation, with the SA Weather website and some of
the weather apps available for smart phones. Piet Fourie (CAA
Inspector) followed, with a practical talk on what a pilot may
and may not do in the maintenance of his aircraft, with the
emphasis on correct essential completion of the Flight Log and
Aircraft Log Book follow-up by an AMO or A/P. Mayday-SA and
their insightful video was presented by Koketso Ramokolo
(SAA A320 First Officer). SA Search and Rescue was presented
by Danie Heath (ATNS ATC) and Santjie White. These people
are there to help us, and the efforts of Santjie (who heads the
SA Search and Rescue Co-ordination Centre) is a legend in her
own right, and has headed literally hundreds of Search and
Rescue and sadly Search and Recover operations over the past
30 years. Mike Bowyer, a SAAF trained pilot and CRM fundi at
Comair gave a wonderful presentation on what attitude can
mean to one’s survival in aviation, with well-presented basic
On Tuesday 6 June, the SFAR team of 8 drove to Middelburg to
transactional analysis of one of the most flagrant
be hosted by Middelburg Aero Club, in the sumptuous hangar
transgressions by a world-famous test pilot and astronaut that
and briefing hall of Richard Lovett. Judging by the completed
led to his demise – an absolute eye-opening presentation.
event assessment forms after the presentation, the evenings
can be regarded as highly successful. The team consisted of
The following evening, we did the presentation at Nelspruit,
Erik du Rand (CAA Inspector) giving an enlightened talk on
with the addition of Cobus Toerien (SAA B738 First Officer and
accident statistics with the many reasons for the accidents,
long-time SAAF Safety Officer) who represents the Airline
trends, etc. He was followed by myself, where I stood in as MC Pilots Association of South Africa (ALPA).
The audience at Nelspruit.
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We were hosted by the Nelspruit Flying Club, with many
professional pilots present as well as the recreational flyers,
among them Kishugu, HALO, the SAPS Air Wing. The Chairman
of the club, Datus Immink, approached me afterwards for
assistance in re-establishing the inactive EAA Chapter in
Nelspruit. This will, of course, be followed up.
We presented at the Ermelo Flying Club on Thursday 8 June.
Despite the serious nature of the Safety First Aviator
programme, there were appropriate moments of hilarity
which certainly enhanced the audiences view of the project.
The presentations each take 2-2¼ hours, depending on
question time. We returned home by midday on Friday,
somewhat fatigued by the very worthwhile exercise, which I
am certain will make a difference to the attitude of many
aviators and family members, making our passion for aviation
and the hazards that are out there more manageable.
Every moment of the day we are faced with hazardous
situations, which become more acceptable if we manage
those hazards, from slipping in a bath or shower, cutting
oneself with a kitchen knife, hot items on a stove, driving in
the traffic, crossing a road, etc. Aviation is no different. I am
not suggesting that aviation is dangerous – except that there
are unique hazards which, if managed correctly, reduce the
risk to an acceptable level.
If you have the opportunity of attending one of these free
presentations, don’t miss it. Have a look at Safety First Aviator
page in Facebook here.

L-R: Koketso Raamokolo, Piet Fourie, Mike Bowyer,
Erik du Rand at Nelspruit.

Wayne van Rooyen, Chairman Middelburg Aero Club, on the
left, next to Richard Lovett, owner of the hangar and the
briefing hall we used.

Danie Heath (ATNS), Mike Bowyer (CRM Comair), Piet Fourie (CAA), Karl Jensen (EAA), Santjie White (SASAR),
and Erik du Rand (CAA).
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by Kevin Marsden, photos by Stephen Theron - Chapter 322 Johannesburg
I had my first flight in a helicopter, when Eugene Couzyn offered me the opportunity to fly with him from Grand Central to
Rand Airport in his magnificent Aerospatiale Gazelle ZU-HHP, which is simply out of this world.
I have flown with a few EAA members, but this was the first time that the wings weren’t next to me, and in a fixed position!
I didn’t really know what to expect, but after a very thorough pre-flight inspection, I was strapped into the ex-warbird and the
turbine began to howl behind me. In short-order, we gently lifted off, and, without even the slightest sense of hesitation,
ascended up into the air, accelerating cleanly towards Rand Airport.
We arrived at the field a little later than planned, due to inclement weather conditions that closed Rand Airport to all but IMC
traffic. However, the Airlink team and most of the Young Eagles who were to take part, had arrived and had already been
grouped according to the aircraft in which they were going to be passengers.
The flying went off smoothly, with only the odd young passenger here or there feeling a bit woosy or air-sick from the
unaccustomed flying experience. With the superb organisation on the ground, we quickly managed to groom a whole new
group of Young Eagles, some of whom we hope will go on to follow long and fruitful careers in aviation – particularly now that
they are more aware of the various options available to them in the aviation industry.
Whilst the flying may have been over for the Young Eagles, after returning to Grand Central, Eugene asked me if I wanted to
accompany him aboard ZU-ALO for a sunset flight to Krugersdorp. Wow! What a marvellous end to a day that characterised
the very best of what EAA stands for. Thank you, Eugene!

Some of the Young Eagles and EAA 322 members after a great day of flying.
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Kyle Baytopp and William Woods with Comanche ZS-WBM.

Kevin Marsden with Gazelle ZU-HHP.

Gazelle ZU-HHP.

Young Eagles and
Karl Jensen
with Cessna 170B
ZU-VAL.
Kyle Baytopp and Kevin Marsden with Brian Appleton
in Chipmunk ZU-DXP.

Young Eagle with
Mike Brown in
SAAB ZU-DES.

Bird’s eye view of the Johannesburg skyline from Eugene Couzyn’s Gazelle ZU-HHP.
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Our sincere thanks and appreciation to everyone who
helped with the organisation, arrangements, catering, etc.
for the EAA Chapter 322 Young Eagles & Airlink Career
Day.

Jeremy Woods and Young Eagle with Piper J5 Cub N35297.
Young Eagles and Rob Jonkers with Cessna 210 ZS-MBU.

Clive King was an outstanding event organiser, Bruce
Harrison showed what a great ground marshall he is,
Jeremy Woods is the ultimate auditorium convenor, and
Alson Maphosa who was as dependable as always as cobraaier, together with Gavin Harrison. Kevin Marsden and
Kyle Baytopp did their best with making sure that no-one
touched the props or got in the way of arriving or
departing aircraft, and Stephen Theron took lots of
photos.
Brian Appleton—Chipmunk ZU-DXP
Dr Mike Brown—SAAB ZU-DES
Greg Clegg—Jodel ZS-UEK
Mark Clulow—Jabiru ZU-FEP
Eugene Couzyn—Gazelle ZU-HHP
Karl Jensen—Cessna 170B ZU-VAL
Rob Jonkers—Cessna 210 ZS-MBU
Jeremy Woods—Piper Comanche ZS-WBM
William Woods—Piper J5 Cub N35297

Young Eagle and Greg Clegg in Jodel ZU-UEK.

Excited Young Eagles.
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by Mike Brown - Chairman, Chapter 322 Johannesburg
What a successful day we had! When Airlink initially presented
the concept of their outreach programme, The Link, to our
Chapter 322 meeting, it seemed like a match made in heaven
(well, at least the skies), and so it proved to be. We flew 27
Young Eagles, all of whom will be receiving their personalised
Young Eagles Certificate which will be handed over to Namhla
at the Chapter 322 meeting on Wednesday evening.
For some time, the EAA Young Eagles programme has been
languishing, caught between taking anyone between the age
of 8–18 for a flip with no follow up after the event, and putting
in place fairly stringent guidelines with hoops and hurdles so
that only those potential Young Eagles candidates who had
shown a true commitment to a career in aviation, or aviation
as a hobby, would qualify for a YE flight.
The latter option became our mantra, but the consequence
has been that we have seen a marked drop-off in the number
of Young Eagles experiencing the joy of flight. That has all
changed, and we are delighted to have partnered with Airlink
to provide the flight experience for their carefully chosen
target audience.
Credit must go to those who made the day so successful,
despite the initial inclement weather. Of course, the driving
force is Namhla Tshetu, whose passion for the Airlink
programme knows no bounds. She was ably assisted by a
number of her colleagues from Airlink, who all arrived bright
and early on a chilly Saturday morning.

Clive King was asked to liaise with Rand Airport management,
and he met with Stuart Coetzee, who very kindly agreed to
waive landing fees, and also negotiated a small discount for
fuel on the day for participating Young Eagles aircraft – a big
thanks to Stuart, who has also asked to be considered for
flying duties for future Young Eagles events at Rand.
Then, I must acknowledge all the other EAA Chapter 322
stalwarts who made themselves and their aircraft available.
The ground crew, the general assistants, the braai team, the
pilots and those who just came along to provide general
support – you are fantastic, your commitment is fantastic, I
wish we could clone you and populate our Chapter with many
more of you! To those who couldn’t or just didn’t participate, I
hope to see you joining the ranks of the willing volunteers at a
future event.
And speaking of future events, the Airlink programme is being
rolled out to involve learners in all destinations served by
Airlink flights across South Africa. The target audience is
learners in Grades 10–12, who have met the entry criteria.
EAA will provide the flying experience at as many of these
venues as possible, and I would encourage all Chapters to start
planning to get more involved with the EAA Young Eagles
programme. There are events planned for Kimberley and
Bloemfontein later this year, so let’s see Chapter 1503
(Bloemfontein) and possibly Chapter 870 (Kroonstad) stepping
up to the plate – there’s plenty of support available from
National to assist with the planning and execution of these

Marli Swart and Mark Clulow in Jabiru ZU-FEP (See page 11).
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Dear Sir
I hope this letter finds you well.
C210 ZS-MBU ready for the Berg Tour.
Airlink was humbled by the EAA’s suggestion and subsequent involvement with the
Airlink Introduction to aviation

programme ‘The Link’. The EAA together with Airlink currently hold a golden opportunity to instill a love for
mathematics, engineering, science, innovation and ultimately aviation to our beneficiaries. And dare I say we have
the key to a different and a brighter future to what is currently and immediately available before them.
Although the participants were younger than originally targeted, the event on 24th June 2017 will stay forever in
their minds and I am convinced at least five of the participants will have a lasting interest in aviation, such that the
industry and innovation benefit, it was not completely a lost cause.
I have had long discussions with my CEO Rodger Foster, on the event and a lasting relationship. Once the dust
settles, I will most certainly discuss with you a long term solution with Grade 10s (15-16 yr. olds) as our target in the
areas Airlink flies to.
The event would not have been a success without your coordination, Mark, Eugene, Marie, Kevin, Jeremy and also
the gentlemen that took out their most prized possessions and shared an unforgettable experience with the future
generation. I am almost certain there are a number of officials, pilots and administrators that were instrumental in
ensuring the day was a success, which have not been mentioned above, but please blame that on my memory,
rather than my heart.
Lastly, I truly appreciate your patience, care and understanding on our tardiness and lack of communication.
I will stay in touch.
Regards,

Namhla Tshetu
EXECUTIVE MANAGER: CORPORATE SERVICES

10

he Golden Gate valley.

When I turned nine, I blew all nine my birthday
candles and wished for a pony. Unfortunately that
wish never came true. When I turned ten, I blew all
ten my birthday candles and wished to one day fly in
an aeroplane and imagine that I am a bird. Wow!
Wishes really do come true! Airlink gave me and 27
other learners the incredible opportunity to fly alone
with a pilot in an aeroplane. What more can you ask
for than that?

What a wonderful experience! You feel so free and
the view from the sky is absolutely magnificent. It is
like you’re in an entirely different world and nothing
can stop you. It is mind blowing that you can be held
up in the sky with just a few pieces of metal that are
put together by the
best
engineers.
was by
far
Mont
Auxof
Sources
– withThis
the Devil’s
Tooth.
the most frightening but also the most astonishing
experience of my life and I would not trade it for
anything in the world.

The day with aeroplanes, helicopters, EAA and Airlink
at Rand Airport Germiston, started off with a learning
session. We watched a video that showed us all
about the entire Airlink operation and all of the
different career options in the aviation industry.
After we watched the video, there was few people
out of different work areas that spoke to us about
their jobs. An airport safety manager officer, aircraft
maintenance engineer, cabin attendant and a retired
pilot was some of the employees from Airlink that
spoke to us.

Unfortunately this incredible day came to an end
after we enjoyed delicious hotdogs for lunch.
This experience was not only extremely enjoyable but
it broadened my horizons and gave me more clarity
about what I want to do with my life one day.
I learned that you don’t have to be a pilot to work in
the aviation industry; there are so many career
options in the aviation industry, for example
becoming a cabin attendant or an aircraft
maintenance engineer. After this day I would
definitely consider a future career in the aviation
industry.

After our learning session, we enjoyed some delicious
muffins and juice. We proceeded to do a quiz that
was based on all of the information given to us
through the different speakers. We also completed a
puzzle against time for an amazing prize. Now can I
Karl & Val Jensen with
just say when I talk about an amazing prize, I talk
Gordon & Susan Dyne.
about you sitting in the jump seat of an aeroplane to
Cape Town and back!
The time has finally arrived to lift my feet off the
ground and glide in the sky like a bird! Ex army pilot,
Mark Clulow from the EAA (Experimental Aircraft
Association), gave me the honour to put my feet into
his valuable aircraft and fly with him in the sky.

I would like to thank Airlink and the EAA who made
this day possible for this once in a lifetime
experience. I would also like to thank Rand Airport
Germiston that allowed us to use their facilities for
the day. Lastly I would like to thank my teacher who
took us where we needed to be and my friends who
shared this experience with me.
Now I am thirteen years old and I would have no
reason to blow my birthday candles this year,
because Airlink made all my wishes come true.
Airlink gave me wings and taught me that if you
dream big and work hard, the sky is the limit.

Marli Swart
Laerskool Voorpos
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report by Gordon Dyne, photos by Stephen Theron - Chapter 322 Johannesburg
Eugene Couzyn filled the breach most admirably at EAA 322’s
monthly meeting on Wednesday 7 June
With EAA 322 Chairman Dr Mike Brown ‘absent without
leave’ (AWOL) due to medical duties in Cape Town, the ‘hot seat’
was passed to Mike’s deputy, well known helicopter pilot and
gentleman of note, Eugene Couzyn.
Eugene picked up the baton where Mike had left it and slipped
into the Chairman’s role as if he had been doing it for years.

Rob Jonkers and Eugene Couzyn.

Alan Evan-Hanes and Neil Fenton.

Bruce Harrison.

It was a modest crowd of 55 people who turned up at the Dickie
Fritz MOTH Hall on the evening of Wednesday 7 June. Before the
meeting started we were treated to Anne Ferreira’s delicious
home-made soup – absolutely scrumptious. Thank you, Anne. It
was good to see Wally, Anne’s MOTH husband and former MOTH
club barman, in attendance. Wally turned 86 a couple of weeks
before the 322 meeting and he is looking tremendous on it.
Well done, Wally.
Eugene had reversed proceedings and the guest speaker, Rob
Jonkers, was invited to address the assembly before the break.
Rob, who is a rocket scientist of note, an aeronautical engineer at
Aerosud and a pilot of distinction, spoke on ‘Working with Digital
SA Aeronautical Maps’. Rob is a national SA rally pilot, so maps
are a very important part of this intense discipline. It was
probably a very interesting talk to many people present, but to
me, who was born before computers (BBC) most of the talk went
right over my head. I will continue to push ‘Go To’ on my GPS and
regard this as performing some serious map-reading! Thank you
very much, Rob, for what was a very interesting talk.
After a break for a beer or two, Vice-Chairman Eugene Couzyn
called the meeting to order again. Sadly, most people had left the
meeting and I doubt if more than 25 people were left to listen to
Eugene run through the usual monthly formalities. This exodus at
half-time happens at most monthly meetings. Normally the guest
speaker who is called to the podium for the second half of the
evening is left with a half empty hall, which is a great pity.
For Eugene’s debut he was left with few people to listen to his
pearls of wisdom. Eugene sensed the mood of the meeting and
did not linger longer than necessary. The meeting was wound up
at 21h00.
Well done, Eugene.

Model aircraft display.

12

by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg
The Chapter 322 EAA monthly meeting on Wednesday 5 July at the Dickie Fritz MOTH Hall in Dowerglen, Edenvale, will
feature a delegation from Century Avionics to show us, among other fine devices, the Garmin AERA 660 and the G5 mini EFIS
and explain their function and workings – an event not to be missed. The way Garmin has designed and developed these
electronic aids since their first devices is quite amazing and they are technologically superb and hardy. I personally have a
Garmin G5 and I cannot help singing the praises of this incredible and well-priced instrument. The Aera 660 replaces most of
the hand-held aviation GPS navigation devices and is very user-friendly. Century will be represented by Karyn van Zyl (Director)
and Shane Somerville, who has an impressive knowledge of the products.
We’re looking forward to a good turnout, so please join us for an enjoyable meeting with fellow aviation enthusiasts.

http://www.aircraftmarket.co.za/ads/jabiru-430/






Pieter De Necker zeroed time (+4hr) Jab prop with spinner and plates R5,000
12v light electric winch ideal for Cessna/Piper singles R600
Boat type winch with long strap R350
200 litre trolley and one litre stroke pump R2,200
Cessna yokes R150/R275

Brian Poulton
082 453 7057
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In response to the article by Gordon Dyne in last month’s issue about the Hi-Flyerz pub, we received the
following correspondence from Dave King and Karl Jensen:
Dave King writes:
Thanks for your tribute to Debbie. She really was a very special person and Greg, myself and her family and friends miss her
every day. We only realise after people are no longer with us in our daily lives how much they actually mean to us and
appreciate how they fulfil our lives. We take so much for granted. Regards to all the fellow aviators and friends in Gauteng.
Karl Jensen writes:
Dave King is a long-time friend and colleague since my early SAA days. When our sons were still in primary school, we used to
get together and fly our radio controlled model planes in the pan where the Benoni Sports Club is situated, along with my best
pal George Leach and his sons. We all had a whale of a time. Both Dave’s son Greg, and my son Wayne went on to become
professional pilots. George Leach’s one son, Graham, was at his Comm Licence stage when he had a minor stroke at a very
young age which precluded him flying any longer. I married George Leach’s sister Val.
Dave King was an avid aircraft builder and, with a fellow colleague from SAA Technical Section, Chris Carstens, Dave became a
builder of note. Besides the Pitts Special and the Christen Eagle, Dave and Chris each built a Long-EZ. Dave’s Long-EZ won a
Concours d’Elegance prize at an EAA Convention at Margate. Dave also built a KR-2, in which he had an accident and landed on
the golf course at Wild Coast Sun. The small aircraft overturned on landing and trapped Dave inside. Some passing golfers
came upon what they thought was a large model aircraft and, when the looked carefully, they found Dave trapped, and they
freed him. Dave was an EAA member for many years and the last aircraft that I’m aware of that he built was an RV-6, which he
sold after moving from Benoni to the Cape.

CONTACT! Is the official newsletter of EAA of SA. This edition was compiled by Kevin Marsden and edited with love and
kisses by Trixie Heron. All material is gratefully received from Chapters, members and non-members alike. Remember that
this is your newsletter, so please submit material as it happens to news@eaa.org.za to reach us by the last Wednesday of
the month.
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