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The South African Power Flying Association 
(SAPFA) together with the Springs (East Rand ) 
Flying Club organised a Navigation Fun Rally on 
Saturday, 25 November 2017. The Springs Club 
had sent a call out to challenge the Secunda and 
Ermelo Clubs for the top honours of being the 
Club Champions to end off 2017. Watching the 
weather predictions coming up for Saturday was 
showing possible interference, but as the day got 
closer the outlook became favourable for at least 
having good weather in the morning.   

Under the stewardship of SAPFA’s Chairman, 
Jonty Esser, who planned and plotted the 
course, a total of 13 entrants were mustered to 
take part in the rally. Out of the 13 entrants, 3 
were in the unlimited class, being current Protea 
teams. On Friday evening Jonty provided a 
training course for club members and other new 
budding rally pilots, where they all were able to 
plot the next day’s course. 

As Saturday dawned, the weather towards the 
east was good with some rainy patches on the 
West Rand, with competitors arriving at the field 
early. Some of the planned entrants from 
Secunda and Ermelo could not take off due to 
low cloud and fog, and therefore had to 
withdraw. Briefing was at 08h00, and the order 
of departure were first the 3 unlimited teams, 
having the additional requirement of doing the 
course to International standards of plotting and 
preparing in the aircraft by getting papers 
handed to them 40 minutes prior to take-off.  

Jonty gave the unlimited teams a challenging 
route task list - each turning point to be worked 
out was very scrambled, but at least the first 4 
turning points were worked out prior to take-off, 
so the crews sort of knew where they were 
going. The photo recognition en-route was also 
scrambled, which made the task of finding the 
ground features even more challenging.  

by Rob Jonkers - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 
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The Friday night 
plotting training 

exercises. 

The Springs Club 
donated excellent 

prizes and 
trophies. 
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Bingo Spot Landings - Frank Eckard in ZS-MOX and Rob Jonkers in ZS-IVC. 

Rally 
Organiser 

Jonty Esser 
briefing the 
competitors. 

Vans RV7 ZU-IHH flown by           
Johan van Eeden and Cor Esterhuizen. 

The teams of competitors. 
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The 1st place  team finished with a really good 
score, and should start taking part in the Advanced/ 
Unlimited class to aim for qualifying for the National 
team, as they have been very consistent with good 
scores at previous rallies. They also took home the 
Club Trophy Prize. 

In the Unlimited Class, Rob Jonkers and Martin 
Meyer were placed first with 288 penalty points, 
Thys van der Merwe and Mary de Klerk in 2nd place 
with 769 penalty points, and Frank and Cally Eckard 
in 3rd place with 953 penalty points. 

This event was enjoyed by all. Some entrants had 
never flown a rally before, and were able to get an 
understanding of flying with more precision, 
especially in the slower flight regime, as well as 
getting accuracy in landing within a few metres.  

We look forward to Springs Flying Club organising a 

rally again next year, and gathering more clubs in 

the region to take part, and hopefully choose a 

better weather day… 

In 1st place, Unlimited Class, Martin Meyer and Rob Jonkers. 
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In 2nd place, Nicola and James du Preez. In 3rd place, David Ross and James Braid. 

Winners, Johan van Eeden and Cor Esterhuizen. 



by Rob Jonkers - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

The South African Power Flying Association 
(SAPFA) held a very successful ANR (Air 
Navigation Race) at Brits Airfield on Saturday,      
02 December 2017. The weather outlook during the 
week varied from good and then not, and eventually 
some overnight rain showers were still lingering 
over Pretoria at sunrise. Nevertheless, the early 
morning showers dissipated and held off for 
competitors to join at Brits, and at least most of the 
day remained nice and cool. 

 

For this ANR, I mustered the courage to plan my 

first ANR challenge, which involved a new type of 

logging and recording software, and had to look at 

integrating this into a field of different aircraft types 

with differing speeds - in any event, it was hoped 

that the pre-work done prior the event would work 

out okay. There were 9 crews taking part: 5 Protea 

teams and 4 fun teams, 2 of which were new to the 

sport. The course plots were then made available, 

and the teams got down to working out headings 

and minute markers along the track. 
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The track shown of Route 1 – an anti-clockwise route. 



In an ANR, there are only two objectives, the first 
being on-time at the start and finish gates - each 
second early or late attracts 3 penalty points. The 
second objective is to remain inside the corridor, 
which in this case is 0.4 nm wide (+/- 800 m) - any 
excursion outside the corridor also attracts 3 penalty 
points per second of being outside the corridor. 

For this competition there were two routes to be 
flown, each at around 25 nm, so the course takes 
around 20 minutes to complete - which is nice and 
short, but given the amount of concentration and 
focus required to stay within bounds, a very 
daunting contest. The navigator has the unenviable 
task of keeping the pilot on the straight and narrow, 
and the pilot has to keeping checking that the 
navigator is doing his job…  

The first course was an easy route, with only 6 
turning points to get everybody into the zone. The 
second route had 9 turning points with very short 
legs, with there hardly being enough time to keep a 
time check and position for the next leg. 

First off was Hans Schwebel and Roel Jansen in a 
C150 at 09h30, followed by the rest of the field at 5 
minute intervals, some longer if there were aircraft 
being used twice by different crews. The next round 
started at 11h30, with the last crews in by 13h00. 
Then the big task of logger downloads, analyzing 
and printing results, which was completed at 
around 14h30, with a short prize-giving and results. 

The crew that performed the best in the day was 
Leon Boutell with navigator Mike Gamble in the 2nd 

round which had the more difficult course and had a 
very low score of 165. They really upped their game 
from the 1st round. 

In the Fun Class, in first place was Leon Boutell and 
Mike Gamble (also third overall), 2nd was Pierre van 
der Merwe and Deon Calitz, 3rd was Chris and John 
Shaw. 

In the Unlimited Class, it was Rob Jonkers and 
Martin Meyer in 1st place, Mary de Klerk and Thys 
van der Merwe in 2nd place where the score 
difference was a mere 3 penalty points representing 
1 second. In 3rd  place were the same 2nd placed 
team, with Thys as pilot and Mary as navigator. 

This event was greatly enjoyed by all, with a number 
of new entrants, who should quickly get up to speed 
given the improvements in scores between the easy 
route 1 and the more difficult route 2. SAPFA will for 
sure organize more of these events in 2018, and 
encourage more club level participation. 
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The track shown of Route 2 – a clockwise route. 



ZU-AYF, ZS-UAH,  ZU-FRD & ZU-DIG. 8 
The ANR competitors. 

Mary de Klerk helping Rob Jonkers with the scoring. 
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Pierre Dippenaar and 
Martin Meyer,              

busy with plotting. 

Team Frank & Cally Eckard with Team 
Leon Boutell and Mike Gamble,           

busy with plotting. 

The 1st 3 teams, Thys van der Merwe, Mary de Klerk, Martin Meyer, Rob Jonkers, Mike Gamble and 
Leon Boutell. 

The Google Earth Live track screen, 
the yellow track being the best of the 
day, and the purple track with some 

wandering around the course. 



by Gordon Dyne - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

A self-confessed nervous Clive King made a 

confident debut as the newly elected Chairman of 

EAA Chapter 322. Not a position I would choose for 

myself. Well done and thank you, Clive, for ‘stepping 

up to the plate’. 

It was a hot humid evening on Wednesday 10 

January for the first meeting of 2018. An audience of 

some 80 members and guests poured into the 

Dickie Fritz MOTH Hall in Dowerglen to be greeted 

by Eddie and Jean providing some welcoming 

frosties to quench our thirsts, and Anne Ferreira had 

some delicious tuna and egg rolls ready to fill our 

hungry tummies. 

At 19h00, Chairman Clive King brought the meeting 

to order and commenced his introduction. His 

nervousness was not visible. In fact he struck me   

as full of confidence, despite the fact that his two 

immediate predecessors were in the audience. 

However, I am sure both Capt Karl Jensen and      

Dr Mike Brown wished Clive well, as did the 

remainder of us. 

Clive’s debut was not helped by a ‘dodgy’ 

microphone and a PowerPoint Presentation that did 

not quite understand the significance of the occasion 

and frequently threw a tantrum and refused to 

cooperate. Luckily amongst all the rocket scientists 

in the audience was IT wizard Kyle Baytopp who 

soon rectified the problem. Clive opened his ‘King’s 

Speech’ by welcoming popular EAA 322 member 

and helicopter pilot Eugene Couzyn back to the land 

of the living after his close encounter with the big 

hangar in the sky.  

Clive probably wisely did not venture too far from the 

path trodden by his predecessors and ran through 

the usual monthly formalities of guests, minutes, 

finance, monthly birthdays and past and future 

events. However, Clive did show two splendid 

YouTube videos. One was a Universal hot Matrix on 

what young men should know about women, which 

was very funny! Now they tell me! The second video 

showed pilots having trouble landing their aircraft in 

seriously difficult conditions. The film was 

accompanied by the song ‘You can always go 

around’ written and performed by American NatJets 

Captain Ken Dravis. It was very well done, but sadly 

ends with an Airbus, back in the 80s, not recovering 

from its go-around and it crashes, killing all on 

board. 

Chairman King is very keen on more time being 

allocated to hangar talk, so there was not a guest 

speaker on this first meeting of Clive’s regime, and it 

was not long before the meeting ended and the bar 

was open again. 

Well done, Clive, on your excellent debut! I knew 

you would be able to continue where the Flying 

Doctor Mike Brown left off in December. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday,                

07 February. Please, members, bring a guest or two 

- everyone is most welcome. Hope to see you there. 

For more information on EAA Chapter 322 

Johannesburg, South Africa’s biggest and busiest 

EAA Chapter, please visit our website 

www.eaa.org.za 
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by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

On Friday 13 January, I mentioned on the EAA 

WhatsApp group that I intended flying in to Circus airfield 

for breakfast the following day. I invited Willie 

Bodenstein, Cheryl Smit and Garth Calitz as passengers. 

We had a pleasantly smooth 25-minute flight from Fly Inn 

via Special Rules East to Circus. 

The Circus airfield’s Mark Clulow with Shane and 

company welcomed us and had kindly prepared tea, 

coffee, scones, cake, etc. for our visit. I had, however, 

arranged to meet other friends at the popular Café du 

Cirque adjacent to the airfield and had to decline the 

airfield hospitality.  

No less than 23 of our members arrived for the breakfast 

in lovely shade in the well-kept garden in front of the 

Café. Some even drove in or came by motorcycle. It was 

pretty warm with my plane’s OAT reading 30C by 11h00. 

At the Café, one lone pleasant lady by name Pretty 

tended to our animated group, and within minutes our 

orders were served with a smile. The Café even placed a 

large urn and glasses on the long table with chilled water 

with a hint of lemon for us all, without this being ordered. 

What a pleasant change compared to the previous 

breakfast fly-in to a popular airfield south of the Vaal, 

where we were served at a glacial pace by seemingly 

unhappy staff, which made one feel they were doing us a 

favour. By contrast, I will definitely patronise the lovely 

Café du Cirque again and also make more time to spend 

time with the good people of Circus airfield.  

Thirteen of our 322 members’ aircraft arrived, including a 

RAF gyrocopter of Jean-Pierre Duponsel and the 

Alouette II of Kevin Reece. It was also the first time I saw 

Len du Preez’ Sonex resplendent with a USAF emblem.  

Lots of laughter and gum-flapping hangar talk took place 
- wonderful stuff. Gordon Dyne generously and covertly 
picked up the tab for those of us who arrived in the later 
group – many thanks, Gordon, for your kindness. When 
the coffee cups were cold, we all strolled back to the 
airfield about 250 m distant and floated off in our planes 

to our various destinations. I bypassed Fly Inn and 
stopped off at Kitty Hawk as a bonus for my passengers 
before going back to Fly Inn. 
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Celia Lastrucci with cat and CAT at Circus. 

Proud Len Marais with his new 

Sonex during testing for ATF at 

Circus. 

Some of the EAA members enjoying a hearty breakfast. 



by Rob Jonkers - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

This year the EAA Convention is being held in 
Vryheid, KZN, from Friday 27to 29 April 2018.        
It was decided to have a planning meeting at the 
airfield on Saturday 13 January, and the day turned 
out to have fantastic weather. Many EAA members 
flew in for the day from far and wide, mostly from 
the big smoke, and we also had the East Coast 
Chapter 1502 attending. 

Vryheid laid on a full-on breakfast which attracted 
some local pilots from the area to drop in as well. 
Most of the flights left base just after 07h00 and 
were on the ground at around 8h30. Those coming 
from the reef had to contend with a bit of headwind 
and sulfurous smog from the big power stations of 
Tutuka and Majuba, but from Volksrust clean 
mountain air was refreshing. The number of visiting 
aircraft in the line-up was around 20, with such a 

big contingent descending on the airfield, which 
was in excellent condition, the grassy areas well 
looked after and recently mown. 

Outside the clubhouse was a huge tree, which 
provided shade and a place to enjoy breakfast 
outdoors, the club members having prepared an 
excellent array of eats and drinks. After everybody 
had their fill and most members having arrived, it 
was down to a planning work session under the 
shade of the tree to work out the details of the 
Convention, with camping plans, forums, adventure 
rally and Vryheid tourism activities. Marie Reddy 
was the designated scribe and wrote up the actions 
and minutes, with the Vryheid Club Chairman 
Morne Strauss taking the brunt of the actions to be 
done for the event as the host club. 

The Vryheid Airfield clubhouse and big tree. 
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After the meeting, a light lunch was made 
available, and then refuelling for the 
return flight, with some of the visitors 
having decided to camp overnight. 
Having had some input from the locals 
on sights in the area, and looking at 
some scenic route planning for the 
Adventure Rally, Marie and I flew to a 
few spots of interest on the way back, 
so those who will take part in the 
Adventure Rally during the Convention 
should have an interesting route to follow. 

Now the real detailed planning will start. 
This year’s Convention promises to be a 
main attraction for our EAA members, 
with around 100-plus aircraft to be 
catered for, with some unusual vintage 
and sport aircraft expected to attend and 
with the intention of making this a real 
grassroots EAA event. 

The gorge at Aasvoëlkrans, where 
there are 3 waterfalls falling from the 

plateau – taken from the C182 by 
Marie Reddy. 

Some of the Mountain Scenery near 
Vryheid – taken from the Piper Colt  

flown by Greg Clegg and           
Keaton Perkins. 

Vryheid planning work session in progress - Marie Reddy on secretarial duty, 
Morne Strauss, the Vryheid Club Chairman, Nigel Musgrave, Sean Cronin,    

Greg Clegg, Keaton Perkins, Kyle Baytopp, Kevin Marsden, Gerald Maddams, 
Neil Bowden. 
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To most people, the thought of flying a small, slow, 

open cockpit aircraft all the way to the south coast 

would be daunting, but Peter Gaddin and I decided 

to make the most of their break right from the start! 

04h45 saw the Magaliesberg ridge covered by mist, 

and two eager pilots itching to get going. 

The plan was to fly as far as we could in the calm 

morning weather, and overnight if necessary 

wherever we reached. Leg One was Silver Creek 

Aero Estate to Deneysville, where Pete’s brother 

met us with coffee, sandwiches and fuel. Leg Two 

took us past Harrismith and over the escarpment, 

where the wind rotor kept us on our toes. We had 

hoped to refuel at the Ultracity, but that strip is sadly 

no longer there. Our poor old legs needed a stretch, 

so we landed at Eskort anyway. The short hop to 

Pietermaritzburg to refuel gave us a stunning view 

of Howick and the Midlands. 

The weather was still great, so we headed straight 

to Margate, taking in the beautiful sights of Oribi 

Gorge, and finally the sea. Landing at Margate at 

12h30 was a challenge. We hadn’t counted on a    

22 knot, gusting crosswind. This was an ‘arrival’! 

We spent the next week exploring the coastline, 

from Hibberdene to Port Grosvenor on the Wild 

Coast, spending 4 nights at Margate Airport, and the 

rest in Munster. Flynn and Vernon welcomed us at 

their private strip, playing tour guide from their 

Foxbat on the trip down the Wild Coast, pointing out 

the landmarks and relating historical stories. Such 

beautiful countryside! 

The weather was perfect again for our return flight. 

The first, and much needed stop, was AeroFarm in 

Harrismith, meeting father and son team, Peter and 

Gareth, keen pilots who fly a Maule. They invited us 

into their home at the strip for a very welcome 

coffee, and kindly ferried us to town for fuel. Truly 

warm aviation hospitality! 

A quick stop in Deneysville for more sandwiches, 

and then it was back to Silver Creek. 

It was indeed an adventure, and a trip we’d do again 

in a heartbeat! 

by Sean Cronin - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

AeroFarm, Harrismith. 
Estcourt. 
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Margate approach. Munster approach. 

The Wild Coast. 
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by Eugene Couzyn - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

Marie Reddy and Brian Appleton. 

Patrick Stapelberg with his RV. 

Gordon Dyne’s Piper Arrow. 
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Clive King, Brian Appleton and Rob Jonkers. 

Rob and Vera Jonkers. 

Jeff Earle and Bruce Harrison. 

Jeff Earle’s Super Cub. 

17 



Using one’s aircraft and sharing it with others is for me a 

pleasure. My flight on Sunday 14 January from Fly Inn was a 

particularly pleasant one. 322 member and friend of mine, 

Neil Fenton, requested that I fly his zoologist daughter Nicole 

and her boyfriend, Andre Krichelberg from Holland, in our 

Cessna 170 on Andre’s first visit to SA. Andre is an ardent 

soccer fan and particularly wanted to see Soccer City (FNB 

Stadium) due to its use during the World Cup in 2010.              

I planned this flight to also incorporate a breakfast at 

Mongena Game Lodge.   

After a secret briefing by Neil, we took off in silky smooth air, 

via the Pinedene Route, past Kyalami, over Sandton and JHB 

CBD. Passing the Carlton Centre at 7200 ft we headed for the 

stadium. Well, there was great excitement from Andre when 

overhead at 07h20. I circled a few times while the prebriefed 

event (completely unknown to Nicole) took place! Totally 

unexpected, Andre took a ring from his pocket and proposed 

to Nicole in the sweetest way. I’m sure that even folk on the 

ground way below could hear her yelps of delight as she 

accepted. Wow, what an emotional moment for me too!  

When my hearing recovered sufficiently, we 

continued on our way northwards via Roslyn and the 

Tswaing Crater to land at Mongena.  

Despite a lot of things which may not be perfect in 

our country right now, it is truly delightful to show a 

foreigner so many wonderful sights and features of 

Gauteng from the air.  

I flew a genuine runway inspection prior to landing at 

Mongena, as the runway is unfenced and there is a 

lot of game, including the Big 5 in the conservancy. 

After a great breakfast, Etienne Toerien, the owner 

of Mongena, had his rangers ‘summon’ the animals 

who have taken to staying within the Mongena 

Lodge fenced off area. About 20 nyala of all sizes, as 

well as zebra, impala and a newly introduced pair of 

springbok came running along to be fed lucerne 

pellets. Oh, what a lovely sight! As long as these 

animals are not threatened or interfered with, they 

are no hazard to the guests.  

The 25-minute float back to Fly Inn was via Cullinan 

to see the mighty big crater of the Premier Mine and 

give a bit of background on the mine and its riches. 

After helping put our 170 in its happy cave and some 

ice-cold refreshments in the 33°C heat, I had Andre 

fill in my visitors’ book. His entry in the book I find 

rather touching too. If you have even the slightest 

grasp of Afrikaans, you should be able to follow the 

message written in Dutch: Beste Karl, Dankje voor de 

onvergetelijke vlucht!! Ik zal nooit vergeten. Vooral 

ook omdat ik Nicole ten huwelijk heb gevraagd.   

Jouw verhalen zijn boeind en interessant.            

Dankje voor alles!! Groetjes, Andre Krichelberg 

by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg  
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CONTACT! Is the official newsletter of EAA of SA. This edition was compiled by Kevin Marsden and edited with love and 

kisses by Trixie Heron. All material is gratefully received from Chapters, members and non-members alike. Remember that 

this is your newsletter, so please submit material as it happens to news@eaa.org.za to reach us by the last Wednesday of 

the month. 

In early January, Wayne Giles and I stopped off at Tranquillity 

Spa Lodge 11 nm north of Cullinan Dam. 

This small low-cost lodge and spa is owned by Ray Scott and 

his wife Beth. Ray was an accomplished Flight Engineer at 

SAA in my time with the airline, and he now heads crew 

technical training at SA Express. The lodge and spa sports an 

airfield with two shortish dirt runways 03/21 of about 550m 

and 09/27 of about 450m at 3890’amsl. The lodge lies at the 

eastern end of R/W 09 and it can accommodate 22 people in 

thatched chalets which have self-catering facilities if 

preferred. The entire lodge, which is adjacent to Dinokeng, is 

securely fenced. There are camping and caravanning facilities 

with ablutions, power points, etc. The spa is run by Beth and 

has 3 treatment tented chalets as well as Jacuzzis. The main 

building houses a lounge and a pub leading onto a wooden 

deck with pool and an adjacent boma.   

I visited Tranquillity for a second time after an invitation by 

friends during the week. There were 8 aircraft parked there 

by the time I landed at 09h00. Of course, much chatter and 

laughter ensued while we enjoyed the standard buffet 

breakfast at a long table on the wooden deck. The 

inexpensive buffet breakfast includes fruit juice, tea and 

coffee, cereals, etc., with scrambled eggs, baked beans, hash 

browns, bacon, a small coil of wors, toast, butter, jam, etc. 

This will cost you R75/person or R65 if you fly in! 

Coordinates for the airfield: S25°28’31”  E28°27’46” – check 

for game on the runway prior to landing and mind the 

lightning conductor at the lodge! Phone: 084 508 3491 

by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg  
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