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 The Cvjetkovic Mini Ace CA-61 is a design of Anton Cvjetkovic, 
a Yugoslavian who had emigrated to the USA in the late 1950s. 
¢ƘŜ aƛƴƛ !ŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇƭŀƴǎ ōǳƛƭǘΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƭŜǿ 
in 1962. Designed for home construction, the Mini Ace is a 
wooden low-wing monoplane with a fixed tail wheel 
undercarriage to be flown with a C-65 Continental. However, 
1600cc Volkswagen engines have been installed as well. Some 
builders have opted for side opening and open cockpit 
variations. 
  
5ŀƭŜΩǎ aƛƴƛ !ŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ aƛƴƛ !ŎŜ ƛƴ 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ I/ Ψ¢ƻȅΩ Ǿŀƴ wŜƴǎōǳǊƎΣ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Clocolan in the Free State. Toy, an out-and-out layman who 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ /ǾƧŜǘƪƻǾƛŎΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ 
the December 1965 issue of Mechanics Illustrated magazine 
and there and then decided that he was going to build one.  
Plans in hand, Toy started finding out just how to build an 
aircraft and where to source the necessary materials. As was 
to be expected in a small community, word of the project had 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻȅΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
whom were only there to appease their own curiosity.   
¢ƻȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘŀȄƛ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ !ŎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǊǎǘ ǘŀƛƭ 
wheel tyre, but the first test flight eventually took place 
uneventfully. The Mini Ace flew like a dream, performing 
precisely as expected. Toy eventually flew her all over the 
country, even as far afield as the Kalahari.  
In the 1980s Dale used to see ZS-UDW at many fly-ins. As she 
was unique in several ways, she attracted his attention, 
but a drawback was that she was a single seater. The 
engine did not have a starter motor and therefore she 
had to be hand propped. During the 1990s, Dale 
befriended aviation legend Nigel Hopkins. Nigel allowed 
Dale to fly his Teenie Two ZS UHC and then Dale started 
looking for the Mini Ace again. In 1996 Dale eventually 
found her in a hangar at the Petit airfield. She seemed in 
reasonable condition, but the engine was in a sad state. 
Dale made the owner an offer that was accepted and the 
Mini Ace was his.   
Dale carried out an engine top overhaul and Nigel then 
flew her to Brits. Dale flew her a few times, but by then 
the VW engine had completed 1390 hours and was tired. 
An inspection by an Approved Person promptly put an 
ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ !ŎŜΩǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƭŜ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ 

the aircraft and placed her in storage, where she remained for 
the next sixteen years. 
In November 2013, Dale and Coenrad Underhay, aircraft 
builder extraordinaire, fetched her from Brits. After cleaning 
off enough dust to topsoil an average townhouse garden, 
Coenrad and Dale moved her to Krugersdorp, where they 
stripped her to a bare frame and started a total restoration. 
The woodwork was still perfect so she was covered, painted 
and assembled. 
To retain the look of the era in which she was designed, the 
beige and burgundy colour scheme was retained. The original 
design called for a Continental A-65 engine. Dale was 
fortunate enough to find one that used to power an Aeronca 
Chief and purchased it. A new prop made by Peter de Necker 
was fitted, and the Mini Ace was ready to take to the air again. 
5ŀƭŜ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ tŜǘƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘΩǎ tƻǎǘ 
Classic and Warbird Fly-in held on 4 October 2014, but due to 
bureaucratic problems at the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), 
her first flight was delayed until 22 October. Present on the 
Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ {ŀƴŜǘΣ ¢ƻȅΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ {ŀƴŜǘΣ L 
am sure, was very moved by the occasion. 
Dale now flies the oldest airworthy home-built in the country, 
and what a stunner she is!   

5ŀƭŜ ŘŜ YƭŜǊƪΩǎ ΨƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƛǊǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƘƻƳŜōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ 

- Willie Bodenstein 
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- Eugene Couzyn 

After 7 months on the ground, my Alouette II,  ZU-ALO, is 
happily flying again. 

I de-commissioned her in August last year to undertake some 
cosmetic work, as the paint was looking  tatty and the bullet 
ǎŜŀƭŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ǘŀƴƪ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ΨǎŜƭƭ-ōȅΩ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

Sunday 24 March saw her back in the air, and she behaved 
flawlessly, as one would expect of royalty. 

I will no doubt have her at 322 fly-ins again soon, but her first 
ƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ψ{ǘŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜΩ ƻǾŜǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

My thanks to James, Thulani and Shepard for their 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ YŀǊƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ tƛƭƻǘΩǎ /ŀǾŜ 
to keep us sustained and jettisoned for the duration of the 
project.  Also huge thanks to Trixie for her help in 
maintaining the workplace. 
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07 March 2015 - Karl Jensen 

A squadron of EAA aircraft and their crews attended The 
Coves fly-in breakfast. The Coves is a private estate on the 
western end of Hartbeespoort Dam with a smooth 1000m 
ǘŀǊǊŜŘ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŀǘ офллΩ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

The secure estate is eco-friendly with farmlands, dams, 
game and magnificent homes amongst a forest of 
beautiful indigenous trees. In the southern section, there 
are homes with adjoining hangars and taxiways and much 
more construction under way. There is a communal 
hangar for aircraft of homeowners without hangars. 

Full emergency services were on hand - fortunately not 
required on this uneventful day. Many residents acted as 
marshallers in the friendliest manner. Golf carts were on 
hand to ferry the visitors to the offices and clubhouse, 
where a great breakfast was served under a spreading 
oak tree. Rudi Greyling, Angelo Lupini and Jan Hanekom, 
322 members who live at The Coves, encouraged EAA 
member attendance for a relaxed and pleasant outing in 
perfectly warm, cloudless weather with only a very light 
and variable breeze - typical autumn weather that is a 
feature of the Hartbeespoort Valley. 
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Elaine Duponsel and Karl Jensen 

Good signage at The Coves 

Neil Fenton, Gregg and Stuart Clegg, and Elaine and 

Jean-Pierre Duponsel, with the Duponsel gyrocopter  



Another successful evening with EAA Chapter 322   
- Gordon Dyne 

On Wednesday 04 March more than 100 members, guests 
and friends of EAA Chapter 322 came together at the 
Dickie Fritz MOTH Hall in Dowerglen, Edenvale for the 
March meeting of this busy, vibrant EAA Chapter. 

hƴŎŜ Ŧƻƭƪ ƘŀŘ ΨǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ 
the vivacious Trixie Heron, most made their way to the 
kitchen area where, as usual, the aroma of some delicious 
home-ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ΨƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΩ ǇŜǊƳŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ 
ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ǘƻ !ƴƴ CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀΦ !ƴƴΩǎ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦΩ ²ŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ мр 
metres away, dispensing liquid refreshment from his usual 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀǊ ²ŀƭƭȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Řǳǘȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
sadly been forcibly retired.  

At 1900 hours sharp, our Chairman Captain Karl Jensen called 
the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. There were a 
few risqué jokes, which for some reason normally include a 
red-blooded fictional male called Gordon. I can never figure 
out to whom Karl is referring! 

As with the new order of proceedings, the guest speaker came 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ǎŜŀǘΩ ǿŀǎ 9!! ƻŦ 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ YŜǾƛƴ IƻǇǇŜǊΦ YŜǾƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
owner of Skyworx Aviation at Krugersdorp Airport (FAKR). 
YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ƘŀƴƎŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜ !ƭŀŘŘƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǾŜ ƻŦ ΨŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻȅǎΩΦ  
{ŀŘƭȅΣ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴƎŀǊǎ ŀǘ YǊǳƎŜǊǎŘƻǊǇ ǿŜǊŜ 
burgled the other night, by persons unknown and a lot of 
expensive equipment stolen. So sorry to hear about that, 
Kevin. However, knowing you as we do I would bet your 
business barely missed a beat!  

Kevin gave a wonderfully illustrated talk on a Tiger Moth 
which he had recently restored. Kevin has rebuilt or restored 
no less than 15 Tiger Moths. This particular Tiger Moth is now 
regarded as one of the most beautiful Moths ever built. Thank 
you, Kevin, for a great talk. How I envy you your technical 
ability. 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ YŀǊƭ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
/ǳōŀΩΦ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ !ǊǘƘǳǊ tƛŜǊŎȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ {!!C Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀ aƛǊŀƎŜ 

F1-CZ over Angola in 1987, when he was shot down by a 
Cuban pilot flying a Russian built MiG-23. Arthur survived, but 
sadly he is now condemned to wheelchair living, possibly for 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
money to be able to go to Cuba to meet his former adversary 
of all those years ago in a spirit of reconciliation. Good luck, 
Arthur. 

Honorary Memberships were awarded to Jeff Earle (Chairman 
of Aero Club), Neil de Lange (CEO of RAASA), Kevin Storie (GM 
of Aero Club), and Paul Lastrucci (President of EAA of SA). 

After the interval, the usual formalities were covered. These  
included Minutes, Young Eagles, Auditorium, Teddy build 
project, forthcoming fly-aways, the EAA National Convention, 
Sun n Fun, flight safety, and so on. The Flight Safety item 
included some shocking information on the recent Lancair 
accident at Parys which claimed the life of Hans Petr and his 
six-year old son. This was presented to discourage dangerous 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 9!!Ωǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 
ethos. 

So ended another successful EAA Chapter 322 meeting. Thank 
you Chairman Karl Jensen, for your continued never-failing  or 
altering enthusiasm which keeps the Chapter going. Our next 
meeting will be on Wednesday 01 April. See you there. 

For more information on EAA Chapter 322 please visit the 
website www.eaa.org.za   

Kevin Storie, Aero Club GM, being  

presented with EAA Hon. Membership 5 Wally Ferreira and Arthur Piercy 

http://www.eaa.org.za


- Steve McCurrach 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ Ŧƭȅ-away to Vryheid has been lauded as 
ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ Y½bΣ 
rivalled only by the annual Swartberg events. The preparation, 
then delivery, the kindness, warmth and hospitality and... 
ŀƴŘΧ  ŀƴŘΦΦΦ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ±ǊȅƘŜƛŘ ²ƛƴƎǎ /ƭǳōΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
particularly huge deliveries from Louis & Hayley Smit and 
Johan Dena, has set the bar very high for class leading fly-
ŀǿŀȅǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΩ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎǊǳƳǇǘƛƻǳǎ 
meals throughout, a delightfully relaxed and homely 
atmosphere, live music, camaraderie in abundance, and this is 
ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŜŜƭΩ ƻŦ 
Oshkosh. 

Very unfortunately. many pilots were grounded by poor 
weather and in fact it felt bizarre to persist with a drive to the 
airfield at Grass Roots, Cato Ridge, whilst driving in proper rain 
and with the clag sitting on Alverstone ridge. One immediately 
assumes that the rising terrain going inland will make for an 
even worse condition - but, incredibly, it was clearer inland 
and it became quite open, and finally the sky was even blue as 
we pushed inland. Thanks to Jan Jefferiss and Duncan Dean in 
the Notties district for operating their satellite WX stations. 
Without any specific target in need of shooting, I had the most 
delightful time, by being relaxed, absolutely unhurried and 
meandering my course to shoot at anything which took my 
interest. Now that is dinkum touring, and I was loudly 
reminded of how infrequently I/we do this type of stuff.   

Whilst I have sung the praises of the Vryheid Club and their 
unsurpassed hospitality, from the aviation and organisational 
viewpoint, Grant Beattie must take a bow. Fantastic 
promotion of the event, nurse-maiding the reluctant into line, 
then helping with excess baggage transfers (via Craig Mee & 
Alan Lorimer - a big thank you), administering the arrivals on 
site - ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 

opening of my uncollected camping kit and drying out of my 
tent, etc. As an event coordinator you went above and beyond 
the call of duty, and your considerable effort is sincerely 
appreciated. 

Ed: Steve takes some really good pics, too many to publish 
here. So please visit his website to see more great photos. 
www.airserv.co.za 
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