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Wed 13 January
Chapter 322 Meeting
Dickie Fritz MOTH Hall, Edenvale

Sat 16 January
Chapter 322 Breakfast Fly-in
Mabalingwe

Sat 23 January
EAA of SA National Council
Meeting
Venue TBC
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EAA Chapter 1502 East Coast Open Day and Fly-in at Grass
Roots Airfield.
- Gerald Maddams, Chairman, EAA Chapter 1502 East Coast
The Open Day at Grass Roots has been an institution for
almost 30 years.
Graham and Sally McDonald built the airfield and they set up
16 December as a good time to have a get-together with
aeroplanes and people. It has always been a fly-in - however,
the weather often conspires against such activities in KZN at
this time of the year, bringing misty cold days - or scorching
windy days - or any combination of the above.

This year it was the latter combination with a large, hot sun
raising the temperature whilst a strong, cool south-westerly
wind attempted to cool us off a bit.
We had a sit-down lunch, very well catered for by ‘The
Spotted Zebra’ , and then there were fires for others who
joined us for a bring-and-braai. All told, we probably had
about 200 people at the field.
This year we were pleased to have Claus Keuchel and Marie
Reddy appear in our midst. Most pleasant!
Early in the day Steve McCurrach took a few of his friends for
flights, which gave folk something to watch, and Ian Crawley
arrived in his immaculate Sling to the approval of
all who saw it.
Arthur Gemperle entertained with a couple of
landings of his Rotaway Exec ZU-LIZ onto the
mown helipad. Chris Hicks in the Aeronca Chief
ZS-APY and Keith Stacey in his Super Cub ZS-SKV
went out into the strong crosswind and showed
the crowd some moving aeroplanes in their
natural environment.
After the flying was all but blown out, a couple of
the invited model aeroplane guys gave us a fine
display of large model flying.
All in all, it was a splendid day. Lots more aircraft
were due in, but the strong crosswind deterred all
but those I have mentioned.
The Taylor Monoplane project is moving along
slowly and was out on the lawn to whet appetites.
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- Rob Jonkers, Chapter 322

operating systems).

On Saturday 05 December a project visit was held at the home
of Rob & Vera Jonkers to view and fly the Siai Marchetti SF260
Simulator – a two-year scratch built project planned to be
used as a training device for aspirant ab-initio military pilots.
An initial simple device was built, primarily as a virtual cockpit
trainer, but to gain true positive training a more
representative device was needed that would replicate the
cockpit more precisely and at the same time provide a more
encompassing surround visual system with the view that it
would be a suitable FNPT 2 certifiable simulator system.

Most of the instrument faces had to be graphically designed
from photos from the real cockpit to ensure an exact replica,
and then programmed to behave as the real instruments
would.

So the design unfolded, firstly to replicate the cockpit, controls
and switches, as well as the instrumentation, and the first year
the structure was created and the initial systems prototyped
to check the viability of the eventual layout. This is where the
system engineering architecture played a large role in
achieving the desired result. The overall system comprises
seven computers, five of which drive the instruments, one
drives the master PC which is the instructor station, and one
mega PC driving the surround graphics.
Two of the instrument PCs are known as Raspberry PIs (a
strange name for sure), these being credit card size
computers running small screens that can display individual
instruments where the larger displays don’t fit the panel.
(These being particularly challenging with unfamiliar
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The surround visuals dome was this project’s main challenge,
the requirement stemming from the training team needing a
field of view in the vertical plane of 80 deg+ as this training
device would be required to carry out advanced manoeuvres
and aerobatics, and a nominal cylindrical screen could only
achieve 30-40 deg FOV.
As a first objective a prototype screen segment was built in a
parabolic shape and with plenty of testing with various shortthrow projectors with different lenses and f-stops, a suitable
solution was found. From here, the full size dome could be
manufactured on which 3 projectors are mounted, each with a
horizontal span of 75 degrees.

A real Siai March

etti SF260

For the last six months the system came together and
extensive functional testing and programming ensued,
with pilot inputs as well as measurements taken from
flights in the real SF260. EAA members who came to
visit were treated to an immersive flight experience,
with Arthur Piercy having felt vertigo for the first time
in many years. Eugene Couzyn dropped in with his
Gazelle, with the horse paddock quickly converted into
a heli-pad for the day.
For the afternoon everybody threw a vleisie on the
braai outside the workshop and took turns in flying. At
the same time the partially built 737 simulator was
also fired up and in flight condition to shoot
approaches into Innsbruck with the Kaptein doing an
outstanding job of being a 737 instructor. The SF260
sim is being finalised for delivery soon, with final
tweaks being made, as well as the addition of a seat &
stick shaker to mimic the stall & g-buffet and ground
rumble, this addition adding the ultimate immersive
experience barring a motion system.
Now to continue with the B737 project to
completion...

The Engine Room, many km of wires
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The end of an era as Captain Karl Jensen stands down as
Chairman of EAA 322
- Gordon Dyne
On Wednesday 02 December, some 70 members and friends
of EAA Chapter 322 came together at the Dickie Fritz MOTH
Hall in Dowerglen. The occasion was the last meeting of the
year for the Chapter, but also to say ‘au revoir’ to its beloved
Chairman Karl Jensen who ‘stepped down’ after several years
at the helm. The Jensen reign has, without question, been the
most successful in the history of South Africa’s biggest, busiest
and best EAA Chapter.
I don’t think we have seen the last of this intrepid aviator for I
am sure his voice, uttering words of encouragement, possibly
the odd obscenity and sage advice will still be heard from the
‘back benches’!
As is the custom, we were greeted by Ann Ferreira and her
delicious refreshments from the kitchen, ably supported by
her colleagues in the busy bar. May I thank Ann, her hubby
Wally and the rest of the crew at the MOTH hall for looking
after all the hungry and thirsty aviators month in month out.
We are all most grateful to you all and wish you a peaceful and
happy Festive Season. Please prepare for the next onslaught
on Wednesday 13 January!
Karl ran through the usual formalities of the Chapter’s
‘comings and goings’ of the month, drawing special attention
to next EAA Convention which will be held at Mossel Bay from
April 29 until 01 May. For all the Chapter’s ‘Doubting
Thomases’ saying the journey is too long, our very own Amelia
Earhart in the shape of Marie Reddy is, as I write this tome, on
her way to Mossel Bay, by herself, from Krugersdorp in her
lovely little Icarus to show ‘that if she can make the journey,
then anybody can’! Hang your heads in shame, you male
aviators! Good for you, Marie. You are a very plucky young
lady who has added not only glamour, but huge amounts of
resourcefulness to Chapter 322 over the past few years. Fly
safely, Marie.

Our guest speaker was Major General Des Barker (SAAF)
retired. Des has the most amazing curriculum vitae, and all we
‘wannabe’ fighter pilots can only sit there with our mouths
agape, green with envy at what this living legend has achieved
in aviation.
Most of us have heard the General speak on many occasions,
and every talk he gives is absolutely fascinating. The talk at our
December meeting was no exception. The General spoke at
length on his experience as the Test Pilot on the Focke Wulf/
Piaggio 149D, owned by Werner Heimel. The aircraft had its
engine upgraded from a standard 275bhp Lycoming to a
720shp Walter turboprop. What an upgrade that was! I would
hate to think what that lot cost! Talk about a rocket ship!
Thank you very much, General Barker, for once again giving so
freely of your time. A happy Christmas to you and Bennie.
So ended another successful year in the history of EAA
Chapter 322. Thanks to Honorary Treasurer Mark Clulow, the
Chapter is in good financial order. Thank you Mark. Credit for
most of the success is due to outgoing Chairman Karl Jensen.
His ‘outgoing’, irrepressible personality, coupled with his
boyish good looks and enthusiasm, has kept us laughing and
cheering at every meeting. Thank you very much, Karl. May
you live and fly forever.
Good luck to incoming Chairman Dr Mike Brown (the flying
doctor) and his new committee. The king is dead! Long live the
king! I know you will add your own brand of charm, bedside
manner and charisma to your flying experiences, and the
Chapter will continue to go from strength to strength.
Our first meeting of 2016 will be on Wednesday 13 January,
NOT on 06 January as one might expect - the date was pushed
out in order to allow most of our members to return home
from the year-end break. Hope to see you there. For more
information on EAA Chapter 322 please visit the EAA website
www.eaa.org
On behalf of our retiring Chairman and incoming Chairman,
may I wish all our Chapter members a very happy Christmas
and hopefully a peaceful New Year.
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- Marie Reddy, Chapter 322 & EAA National Secretary
When I embarked on this journey, it was not to do the trip as
fast as possible, and I had a week to complete this. I was not
under time pressure at any stage and was happy to stay
where I landed in all of the locations as they all have
infrastructure that will make a stay comfortable.
I could probably have done legs 1-3 in a day and legs 4-6 in a
day, very comfortably. A shorter route would possibly be
FAKR-FATP (refuel)-FABW (refuel & stay if required)-FAMO.
My actual trip panned out as follows:
Leg
01.0
Date
Sunday 06 Dec 2015
Route
FAKR-FABuit
Fuel Tank
22 L (13.75 p/h) Mogas. Landed with 41 L
Distance
113.3 nm
Duration
1h25m
HOBBS
1.6 hours
Average Speed
70 kts
High
The people that came out to greet me at FAKR,
which surprised me. Starting to better understand how my
Garmin actually works (not just the theory).
Low
Reality sinking in, as I realised that I had a long
journey ahead of me to places I have never been to and
people I have never met.
Thankful
For the company that flew along with me and
the people on the ground at FABuit. Thanks for the fuel and
being there – Niel Terblanche, Hennie Roets and Theuns
Welgemoed.
Comment
This is the farthest I have ventured in ZU-EEE
into an area I have never been to.

Leg
02.0
Date
Sunday 06 Dec 2015
Route
FABuit-FATP
Fuel Tank
23 L (14.375 L p/h) Mogas. Landed with 38 L
Distance
120.1 nm
Duration
1h32m
HOBBS
1.6 hours
Average Speed
80 kts
High
Flying into an airfield that is easy to understand
and to spot!
Low
It was extremely hot and the ride was bumpy.
I started wondering if I would easily find the airfield as I got
closer.
Thankful
For Bertus and Maryke Kritzinger and their
lovely family who hosted me for the day. Jack Onderstall and
Jeanne Fincham who took care of my sleeping arrangements
and got me to the airfield super-early for my next leg of the
journey.
Comment
EAA in Bloem is very much alive and well. A
lovely location and wonderful people. I’m pleased to have met
these wonderful people and look forward to seeing them
again.
-o0oLeg
03.0
Date
Monday 07 Dec 2015
Route
FATP-FAHV
Fuel Tank
22 L (12.94 L p/h) Mogas. Landed with 41 L
Distance
102.3 nm
Duration
1h22m
HOBBS
1.7 hours (1.5 + .2 taxi )
Average Speed
75 kts
High A wonderful early morning flight with peace and quiet.
Just cruising slowly and taking it all in.
Low On checks all seemed fine. It’s quite a distance to taxi.
When turning at the threshold I realised something was wrong
as I pulled to the right. My right tyre was completely deflated.
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Thankful
I had to backtrack on the runway and turn sharp Santjie White and I were in constant communication and it
at the threshold, which forced me to discover the puncture.
was a relief that she knew where I was , if all else failed.
I’d much rather this than land without knowing I had a flat at
Thanks to Ronnie Johnsson and his wife, Sylvia for being such
my next destination.
great hosts. Also thanks to Jaco van Eeden for taking the time
The dam is visible from far out, which helped me relax,
to show us around and look after us.
knowing that the airfield would be easy to find.
Comment
AIFA are based at FABW, in fact they are really
Bruce Hay and Steve Clark, both gliders operating at Gariep,
all that is there, part from Karoo Gateway Lodge.
were fantastic!
A beautiful location, easy to find, well organised, friendly,
Comment
I had originally planned to overnight here and,
helpful, accommodating and a very impressive large scale
as I was not under time pressure, I’m very pleased I stayed.
facility. Well done to AIFA on such a brilliant operation.
The facilities are great in such a little town and the people are
-o0ohelpful.
Leg
05.1
As soon as I saw the flat, I decided that I would relax and take
Date
Wednesday 09 Dec 2015
the time to repair the puncture, stay over and avoid travelling
Route
FABW-FABW
on a super-hot day.
Fuel Tank
25 L (11.36 L p/h) Mogas. Landed with 45 L
Distance
113.3 nm
Duration
1h27m
HOBBS
2.2 hours
Average Speed
75 kts
Comment
On reaching the mountain range, he cloud cover
was too low and I could either proceed to Prince Albert, which
was close by, or I could return to FABW. I had lots of fuel and
was not sure of the runway quality at Prince Albert, so decided
to avoid more possible punctures and return to FABW, where I
could stay over if I needed, or try again later.

Leg
04.0
Date
Tuesday 08 Dec 2015
Route
FAHV-FABW
Fuel Tank
42 L (11.66 L p/h) Mogas & Afgas mixed. Landed
with 21 L
Distance
201.4 nm
Duration
2h52m
HOBBS
3.6 hours (including taxi for aborted
flight at FAHV)
Average Speed
72 kts

Leg
05.2
Date
Wednesday 09 Dec 2015
Route
FABW-FAOH
Fuel Tank
20 L (15.62 L p/h) Mogas. Landed with 25 L
Distance
94.1 nm
Duration
1h16m
HOBBS
1.6 hours
Average Speed
72 kts

High Spectacular flight. Awesome views and heading to a
destination I was looking forward to visiting.

High Knowing that Horace Blok was travelling in the same
direction and I could radio for news of what to expect ahead.
Beautiful scenery as you come over Meiringspoort into the
valley.

FABW is an awesome location. You don’t have to leave FABW
as all facilities are available on the airfield. I enjoyed the
people so much, I will definitely go back.
Low

Radio worked intermittently.

Thankful

Knowing that I could ask people for assistance.

Meeting Petri van Zyl at TFASA and finding out more about my
aircraft type.
As the original importers of the Ikarus, they have the skills and
parts available to assist me. Relief.
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Oudtshoorn was not a planned stay-over and is a surprisingly
lovely little town.

High A short flight with amazing views. I have completed the
journey for now, in good spirits and safely.

Low

Low Deciding not to join overhead FAMO but to join
downwind the active runway, based on the previous caller’s
landing. I should have used every moment, practised better
airmanship and done the full check myself.

Not having any use of my trim.

Thankful
For Petri Van Zyl at TFASA. His assistance and
generosity in providing transport and accommodation in
Oudtshoorn was fantastic. It really felt like the TFASA team
went out of their way to assist me and get me back in the air
safely. I am extremely appreciative of everything they did for
me and I do not believe I could repay them for their kindness.
Comment
TFASA and AIFA are based at FAOH. Apart from
them, there is an Aero Club that operates from FAOH as well,
managing the fuel bay, landing fees and a bar and ‘eatery’.
TFASA provides AMO and Test Pilot Services to AIFA and their
facilities in Oudtshoorn, which are, once again, large scale and
quite impressive. While there may be a large number of
Chinese pilots between George & Beaufort West, both of
these companies are making a huge contribution to aviation in
South Africa as well as boosting their local economies. They
control the towers in FAOH and FABW for increased control
and safety, and are setting high standards of operation for
Flight Schools.
-o0o-

Thankful
Dickie and Glodina Hagermann (fellow Aero Club
members I met a year ago at a dinner) hopped across from
George to welcome me. They were ahead of me and Horace
landed just after me. These people are amazing, welcoming
and are all available to assist wherever they can.
Comment
Mossel Bay is a lovely destination, welcoming
and friendly and I’m looking forward to returning on 29 April
2016.
-o0oTotal Time Travelled
return trip to FABW)

9 hours (10h24 including the

Total HOBBS
return trip to FABW)

10.7 hours (12.9 hours including

Total Distance
including return trip to FABW)

Total Fuel used
Leg
06.0
return trip to FABW)
Date
Thursday 10 Dec 2015
Route
FAOH-FAMO
Fuel Tank
7 L (11.66 L p/h) Mogas. Landed with 36 L
Distance
37.1 nm
Duration
30m
HOBBS
0.6 hours (+2.5 hours for Technical work)
Average Speed
74 kts
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668,3 nm (781.60 nm
136 L (161 L including my

-o0oJourney’s End

SAPS Border Police training and EAA in November 2015
- Karl Jensen, Outgoing Chairman, Chapter 322

The officers were all most enthusiastic and keen to learn, as
were the instructors who were led by Captain Willie Naude.
Eugene Couzyn flew in to Fly Inn in his Gazelle to assist me and
I was approached to assist in the practical training of 45 SAPS
also to show appropriate aspects of helicopters in this and his
Border Police who are at times required to do a ramp
Alouette II. Three of the officers were flown to Grand Central
inspection on aircraft at points of entry and other airports and
when Eugene departed, the choosing of whom almost caused
airfields in South Africa and Namibia. I happily did this to help
a riot.
ensure that the practical knowledge of the officers as
‘Authorised Officials’ is adequate. The officers were on a study We were asked to assist with follow-up courses, which we
course at the SAPS Technical Training College in Benoni.
willingly will do to help ensure that when inspections are
I spent 2 hours at the college and was asked to do a practical
required, that they will be carried out decently as long as the
demonstration at a suitable airfield on various aspects of
pilots cooperate.
General Aviation aircraft. With the permission of
Gabi Venter (EAA Chapter 322), the 45 police under
tuition and their 6 instructors were bussed to Fly Inn
and spent a morning being shown, in groups, the
required aspects of GA aircraft, such as the
manufacturer’s name plate, the local registration
plate, items in the flight folio, various pilots’
licences, medical validity details, flight folios, ATFs,
CofAs, some instrumentation such as tachometers,
Hobbs meters, etc.
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